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(54) Optical crossbar network using wavelenght division multiplexing and optical crossbar 
exchange 



(57) Including optical transmitters (71 ) for producing 
optical signals on different wavelengths, an optical net- 
work comprises an optical crossbar exchange (97) for 
exchanging the optical signals into an exchanged sig- 
nal, demultiplexers (111) for demultiplexing the 
exchanged signals into receiver input signals, optical 
receivers (91) for converting the receiver input signals 
into electric output signals, and memory units (69) for 
storing the output signals as their contents and produc- 
ing at least one of the contents as a reception signal 
upon request. It is possible to make such an optical net- 
work deal with multiplexed optical signals as the above- 
mentioned optical signals particularly when supplied 
with multiplexed electric transmission signals to multi- 
plexed optical signal transmitters. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION: 

This invention relates to an optical switch network or optical network for use in a network comprising a plurality of 
computers, an optical exchange network, or a like information switching network. 

Comprising optical switches for switching optical signals, an optical network is preferred as a large-capacity net- 
work which can not be implemented by purely electric networks. Various optical crossbar exchanges or switches are 
known which comprise optical switches made of lithium niobate matrix switches or semiconductor optical amplifiers 
operable as gate switches. Various structures are furthermore known for use as such optical networks 

In the manner which will later be described a little more in detail, a paper was contributed by Yoshiharu Maeno and 
two others, namely. Yoshihiko Suemura and Naoya Henmi, the present joint inventors, and another, to the 1996 General 
Meeting of the Institute of Electronics, Information, and Communication Engineers of Japan, as Paper No SB-9-5 
under the title of "The Possibility of Optical Switching Technology for Parallel Processing Systems" as translated by the 
contnbutors. Another paper was contributed by Osamu Ishida and three others to the 1996 Telecommunication Society 
Meeting of the Institute of Electronics, Information, and Communication Engineers of Japan, as Paper No B-1072 
under the title of "Parallel-Optical-lnterconnectng Multiwavelength Star Network (POIMS Net) for High Capacity Switch- 
ing" as translated by the contributors. 

A similar paper was contributed by O. Ishida and two others to the Electronics Letters, the 12th September 1996 
Issue, Volume 32. No. 19, pages 1804 to 1805, under the title of "Parallel-optical interconnecting multiwavelength star 
network (POIMS Net) for high-capacity switching". 

According to the Maeno et al paper, an optical network is for use between a plurality of transmitting nodes and a 
plurality of receiving nodes in transmitting a transmission electric signal from one of the transmitting nodes as an optical 
signal selectively to one of the receiving nodes through an optical crossbar exchange. It will be presumed that such an 
electnc signal is a sequence of packets, each having a packet duration of a certain number of bits, such as four bits 
Two of the transmitting nodes may concurrently send respective packet sequences to the optical network. 

This Maeno et al optical network comprises memory units, such as FIFO (first-in first-out) units, connected to the 
transmitting nodes, respectively. Optical transmitters are connected to the memory units, respectively and to the optical 
crossbar exchange. Optical receivers are connected to the optical crossbar exchange and respectively to the receiving 
units. The optical crossbar exchange comprises optical splitters connected respectively through input waveguides to 
the optical transmitters. Each optical splitter splits the optical signal into a plurality of split signals, equal in number to 
the receiving nodes. It will be surmised that the transmitting nodes are equal to or not less in number than a first prede- 
termined integer N which is not less than two and that the receiving nodes are similarly equal to or not less in number 
than N. 

In the optical crossbar exchange. N amplifier groups are connected respectively to the optical transmitters through 
the input waveguides. Each amplifier group consists of N semiconductor optical amplifiers. As a consequence N 2 or 
square-N semiconductor optical amplifiers are connected to the input waveguides. Each semiconductor optical ampli- 
fier serves as the gate switch controlled by a destination of the packet sequence of the split signal to make the split sig- 
nal pass therethrough to one of N optical combiners that corresponds to the destination. Through N output waveguides 
the optical combiners are respectively connected to the optical receivers. 

According to each Ishida et al paper referred to above, an optical network is similar to the Maeno et al optical net- 
work except for primarily the fact that this Ishida et al optical network has an increased propagation capacity by using 
a wavelength multiplexed signal in which optical signals of M wavelength, such as first to fourth wavelengths X 0 X 1 X 
2, and X 3, are multiplexed, where M represents a second predetermined integer which is not less than two Conse- 
quently, M optical transmitters are connected to each memory unit as a transmitter group capable of producing up to M 
optical signals of different wavelengths respectively in response to up to M packet sequences transmitted from one of 
the transmitting nodes that is connected to the transmitter group through one of the memory units. Such N transmitter 
groups can therefore concurrently deliver up to N wavelength multiplexed signals, namely, up to NM individual-wave- 
length signals, to an input side of the optical crossbar exchange. Connected to an output side of the optical crossbar 
exchange, are N optocal or wavelength demultiplexers, each for demultiplexing such a wavelength multiplexed signal 
into M individual-wavelength signals for delivery respectively to M optical receivers connected as one of N receiver 
groups for the receiving nodes, respectively. 

It should be noted in connection with such conventional optical networks of Maeno et al and Ishida et al that the 
memory units are indispensable on supplying the packet sequences to the optical transmitters. If at least two different 
packet sequences should concurrently be directed from the transmitting nodes to a common receiving node of the 
receiving nodes without the memory units, a conflict or collision would occur between two single-wavelength signals in 
either the Maeno et al optical signals or in the wavelength multiplexed signals on one of the output waveguides that is 
assigned in the optical crossbar exchange to the common receiving node. The memory units are therefore indispensa- 
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bte in temporarily storing such two conflicting packet sequences until an arbitration or compromise is settled therebe- 
tween to deliver a privileged one of the conflicting packet sequences to the optical crossbar exchange either through 
one of the N optical transmitters alone or through such a one of the NM optical transmitters and the optical multiplexer 
connected to one of the N transmitter groups that includes this one of the NM optical transmitters. The other or others 

s of the conflicting packet sequences are held in the memory units until the privileged packet sequence is delivered 
through the optical crossbar exchange. Such an optical network is herein called an input buffered switch network 

It is known that throughput of the input buffered switch network can not exceed a theoretical restriction ol 58.6%. 
This restriction is described in a book which is originally written by Martin der Pryker and published by the Prentice-Hall, 
Inc., and is translated into the Japanese language, pages 178 to 189, by Matusima-Hideki as transliterated according 

io to the ISO Standard No. 3602. It should be pointed out in this connection that if a leading packet is not privileged in one 
of the packet sequences that is other than the privileged packet sequence, this nonprivileged packet sequence is held 
in the memory unit until completion of delivery of at least one simultaneously delivered packet of the privileged packet 
sequence out of the optical crossbar exchange even though a next following packet of the nonprivileged packet 
sequence does not conflict with the packets concurrently produced at other transmitting nodes. This gives rise to the 

15 theoretical restriction. 

It should moreover be noted in the conventional optical networks that the optical crossbar exchange comprises an 
appreciable number of the semiconductor optical amplifiers as optical gate switches, respectively. The optical crossbar 
exchange has N nput ports connected either to the N optical transmitters or to the N optical multiplexers and N output 
ports connected erther to N optical receivers directly or to the N optical demultiplexers. The number of optical gate 
20 switches is equal to a square of N. As a result, the optical crossbar exchange has a scale and requires a cost of man- 
ufacture, each of *tvch much increases when the first predetermined integer increases. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVEKTTON: 

25 It is consequently an object of the present invention to provide an optical network or optical switch network which 
is for transmitting an electrc signal from one of a plurality of transmitting nodes to one of a plurality of receiving nodes 
as an optical signal through an optical crossbar exchange and in which it is unnecessary to preliminarily settle an arbi- 
tration among at least two eiectric signals transmitted from two or more of the transmitting nodes to a common one of 
the receiving nodes tn order to thereby prevent a conflict from otherwise occurring in the optical crossbar exchange. 

30 It is another object of this invention to provide an optical network which has a raised throughput beyond a known 
theoretical restriction 

It is still another object of this invention to provide an optical network in which the optical crossbar switch is compact 
and is of a low cost. 

It is yet another object of this invention to provide an optical network in which the optical crossbar switch comprises 
35 a plurality of optical gate switches of a number that does not increases up to an enormous integer even when the , 
number of the transmitting or the receiving nodes increases. 

Other objects of this invention will become clear as the description proceeds. 

In accordance with this invention, there is provided an optical network which is for use between at most N transmit- 
ting nodes and at most N receiving nodes, where N represents a primary predetermined integer which is not less than 

40 ' two, each of the transmitting nodes being for producing at most one transmission signal at a time, and which comprises 
(a) optical transmitter means for transmitting transmission signals of the transmitting nodes as optical signals of M 
wavelengths, where M represents a secondary predetermined integer which is not less than two, (b) input optical signal 
producing means responsive to the optical signals for producing exchange input signals, (c) an optical crossbar 
exchange device for exchanging the exchange input signals into exchanged signals, (d) output optical signal producing 

45 means responsive to the exchanged signals for producing a plurality of receiver input signals, and (e) optical receiver 
means responsive to the receiver input signals for producing reception signals for the receiving nodes, wherein at most 
NM optical transmitters responsive to the transmission signals for producing the optical signals. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING: 

50 

Figs. 1 and 2 are block diagrams of conventional optical networks; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram of an optical crossbar exchange for use in each of the conventional optical networks and 
of an optical network according to the instant invention; 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram of an optical network according to a first embodiment of this invention; 
55 Fig. 5 is a block diagram of another optical crossbar exchange for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram of a wavelength multiplexer for use in the optical crossbar exchange depicted in Rg. 

5; 

Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram of a wavelength demultiplexer for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 4; 
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Fig. 8 is a block diagram of an optical network according to a second embodiment of this invention; 
Fig. 9 is a block diagram of a splitter/multiplexer for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 8; 
Fig. 1 0 is a block diagram of an optical selector for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 8; 
Fig. 1 1 is another block diagram illustrative of the optical network depicted in Fig. 8; 
5 Fig. 12 is still another block diagram illustrative of the optical network depicted in Fig. 8; 

Figs. 1 3 and 1 4 are block diagrams of optical networks according to third and fourth embodiments of this invention, 
respectively; 

Fig. 1 5 is a block diagram of a multiplexed optical signal receiver for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 1 4; 
Figs. 1 6 and 1 7 are block diagrams of optical networks according to fifth and sixth embodiments of this invention, 
10 respectively; 

Fig. 18 is a block diagram of a multiplexed optical transmitter for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 1 7; 
Fig. 19 is a block diagram of a router-selector for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 17; 
Fig. 20 schematically shows transmittance characteristics of a wavelength group selector for use in the router- 
selector depicted in Fig. 19; 

is Fig. 21 is a block diagram of a wavelength group router for use in the wavelength selector depicted in Fig. 19; 

Fig. 22 is a block diagram of an optical receiver array for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 19; 
Figs. 23 and 24 are block diagrams of optical networks according to seventh and eighth embodiments of this inven- 
tion, respectively; 

Fig. 25 is a block diagram of a multiplexed optical receiver for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 24; 
20 Figs. 26 and 27 are block diagrams of optical networks according to ninth and tenth embodiments of this invention, 

respectively; 

Fig. 28 is a block diagram of a wavelength selective optical crossbar exchange for use in the optical network illus- 
trated in Fig. 27; 

Fig. 29 is a schematic diagram of an optical combiner for use in the optical crossbar exchange depicted in Fig. 28; 
25 Figs 30 and 31 are block diagrams of optical networks according to eleventh and twelfth embodiments of this 

invention, respectively; 

Fig. 32 is a block diagram of another wavelength selective optical crossbar exchange for use in the optical network 
illustrated in Fig. 31; 

Figs. 33 and 34 are block diagrams of optical networks according to thirteenth and fourteenth embodiments of this 
30 invention, respectively; 

Fig. 35 is a block diagram of a different optical crossbar exchange for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 34; 
Fig. 36 is a block diagram of an optical switch used in the different optical crossbar exchange depicted in Fig. 35; 
Figs. 37 to 40 are block diagrams of optical networks according respectively to fifteenth to eighteenth embodiments 
of this invention; 

35 Fig. 41 is a block diagram of an optical crossbar exchange for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 40; 
Fig. 42 is a block diagram of each router/selector used in Fig. 41 ; 

Fig. 43 is a block diagram of an optical network according to a nineteenth embodiment of this invention; 
Fig. 44 is a block diagram of an optical network according to a twentieth embodiment of this invention; 
Fig. 45 is a block diagram of an optical crossbar exchange for use in the optical network illustrated in Fig. 43; and 
40 Fig. 46 is a block diagram of each router/selector used in Fig. 44. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS: 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, conventional optical networks will first be described in order to facilitate an understand- 
45 ing of the present invention. Fig. 1 shows the optical network described in the Maeno et al paper referred to herein- 
above. Fig. 2 shows that described in the two Ishida et al papers referenced heretobefore. 

In Fig. 1 , the optical network is for use between N or less transmitting nodes T and N or less receiving nodes R, 
where N represents a primary predetermined integer which is not less than two. In the example being illustrated, the 
transmitter nodes T are zeroth to third transmitting nodes TO, T1 , T2, and T3. The receiving nodes R are zeroth to third 
so receiving nodes R0, R1 , R2, and R3. Each transmitting node R is for producing an electrical information or transmission 
signal. 

The optical network comprises zeroth to third memory units (MEM) 69(0), 69(1), 69(2), and 69(3) which will be 
referred to either singly as a memory unit 69 or collectively as memory units 69. The memory unit 69 is typically an FIFO 
(f irst-in first-out) unit for temporarily storing the transmission signal of a corresponding one of the transmitting nodes T 
55 as a buffered signal until an arbitration is settled in the manner described heretoabove among like buffered signals. 
Responsive to the buffered signals, zeroth to third optical transmitters (TX) 71(0), 71(1), 71(2), and 71(3) or 71 transmit 
the transmission signals as zeroth to third optical signals. Zeroth to third input connections or optical fibers 73(0), 73(1), 
73(2), and 73(3) or 73 are herein optical waveguides for supplying the zeroth to the third optical signals as zeroth to third 
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exchange input signals, respectively, to an optical crossbar exchange or switch 75. 

Turning to Fig. 3 during a short while, the optical crossbar exchange 75 comprises a semiconductor substrate 77 
on which formed are zeroth to third input waveguides or ports 79(0), 79(1), 79(2), and 79(3) or 79 for receiving the 
zeroth to the third exchange input signals described above, respectively. Connected respectively to the zeroth to the 

£ third waveguides 79, are zeroth to third optical splitters (SPLIT) 81 (0), 81(1), 81 (2), and 81 (3) or 81 , each of which spirts 
a supplied one of the zeroth to the third exchange input signals into one of N or primary to quaternary split signal groups 
consisting of N 2 or zeroth to fifteenth spirt signals. Connected respectively to the zeroth to the third optical splitters 81 . 
N or primary to quaternary amplifier groups consist of zeroth to third, fourth to seventh, eighth to eleventh, and twelfth 
to fifteenth semiconductor optical amplifiers (AMP) 83(0) to 83(3). 83(4) to 83(7), 83(8) to 83(11). and 83(12) to 83(15) 

io or 83, respectively. Each semiconductor amplifier 83 serves as an optical gate switch rendered on and off, when a bias 
current is and is not supplied, to be operable as a crosspoint of the optical crossbar exchange 75. For example, the 
semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 have an electrical gain of 0 dB and minus 60 dB when the bias current is 30 mA 
and 0 mA, respectively, according to a request, which will become clear as the description proceeds. Produced in this 
manner, switched signals are delivered through intermediate waveguides to zeroth to third optical combiners (COMB) 

is 85(0), 85(1), 85(2), and 85(3) or 85 connected to zeroth to third output waveguides or ports 87(0), 87(1), 87(2); and 
87(3) or 87, respectively. More particularly, the intermediate waveguides connect the zeroth optical combiner 85(0) to 
the zeroth, the fourth, the eighth, and the twelfth semiconductor optical amplifiers 83(0), 83(4), 83(8), and 83(12), the 
first combiner 85(1) to the first, the fifth, the ninth, and the thirteenth optical amplifiers 83(1), 83(5), 83(9), and 83(13), 
the second combiner 85(2) to the second, the sixth, the tenth, and the fourteenth optical amplifiers 83(2), 83(6), 83(10), 

20 and 83(14), and the third combiner 85(3) to the third, the seventh, the eleventh, and the fifteenth optical amplifiers 83(3), 
83(7), 83(1 1), and 83(15). The zeroth to the third optical combiners 85 deliver zeroth to third exchanged signals to the 
zeroth to the third output ports 87, respectively. 

Turning back to Fig. 1 , the above-mentioned output ports 87 of the optical crossbar exchange 75 are connected to 
zeroth to third output connections 89(0), 89(1), 89(2), and 89(3) or 89 which are herein optical fibers and are responsive 

25 to the zeroth to the third exchanged signals for producing zeroth to third receiver input signals, respectively. Responsive 
to the zeroth to the third receiver input signals, respectively, zeroth to third optical receivers 91(0), 91(1). 91(2). and 
91 (3) or 91 deliver zeroth to third reception signals to the zeroth to the third receiving nodes R, respectively. 

More particularly referring to Fig. 2, each of the zeroth to the third transmitting nodes T produces zeroth to third 
transmission signals at a time directed to the zeroth to the third receiving nodes R, respectively, as a quadruple multi- 

30 plexed electric signal. Supplied from the zeroth to the third memory units 69(0) to 69(3) with primary to quaternary 
transmission signal groups, respectively, primary to quaternary transmitter groups consists of zeroth to third, fourth to 
seventh, eighth to eleventh, and twelfth to fifteenth optical transmitters 71(0) to 71(3), 71(4) to 71(7), 71(8) to 71(1 1), 
and 71 (12) to 71(15), respectively. In this manner, each of N transmitter groups consists of M optical transmitters. In the 
example being illustrated, these (0 mod N)-th to ((N - 1) mod N)-th optical transmitters are for producing (0 mod N)-th 

35 to ((N - 1 ) mod N)-th optical signals of the zeroth to the third wavelengths X 0 to X 3, respectively, in the manner indicated 
by legends representative of such respective wavelengths. The zeroth to the third input connections 73 of Fig. 1 now 
consist of zeroth to third optical multiplexers (MUX) 93(0), 93(1), 93(2), and 93(3) or 93 for delivering zeroth to third 
wavelength multiplexed signals to the optical crossbar exchange 75 as the zeroth to the third exchange input signals, 
respectively, which are exchanged into the zeroth to the third exchanged signals. 

40 The zeroth to the third output connections 89 of Fig. 1 now consist of zeroth to third optical demultiplexers (DEMUX) 
95(0), 95(1), 95(2), and 95(3) or 95 for demultiplexing the zeroth to the third exchanged signals to N or primary to qua- 
ternary receiver input signal groups which consist of zeroth to third, fourth to seventh, eighth to eleventh, and twelfth to 
fifteenth receiver input signals and are delivered to N or primary to quaternary receiver groups connected to the zeroth 
to the third receiving nodes R and consisting of zeroth to third, fourth to seventh, eighth to eleventh, and twelfth to frf- 

45 teenth optical receivers 91(0) to 91(3), 91(4) to 91(7), 91(8) to 91(11), and 91(12) to 91(15) or 91 , respectively. 

Reviewing Figs. 1 to 3, a collision takes place without the memory units, for example, when the zeroth and the first 
transmitting nodes TO and T1 are concurrently transmitting either the zeroth and the first transmission signals or two 
component signals of zeroth and first multiplexed electric signals, respectively, with the second receiving node R2 
selected as their common destination, between the second exchanged signal. Consequently, the memory units 69 are 

so indispensable in order to settle the arbitration. 

Referring now to Fig. 4, the description will proceed to an optical switch or optical network according to a first pre- 
ferred embodiment of this invention. Throughout the description which follows, similar parts are designated by like ref- 
erence numerals as in Figs. 1 to 3 and are similarly operable with likewise named signals. 

In Fig. 4, the zeroth to the third or N optical transmitters 71 are not preceded by the memory units 69 described in 

55 conjunction with Figs. 1 and 2. These N optical transmitters 71 produce N optical signals with N different wavelengths. 
The secondary predetermined integer M is equal in this example to the primary predetermined integer N. The zeroth to 
the third wavelengths X 0 to X 3 are therefore used as legends on the zeroth to the third input connections 73 which are 
connected to a primary optical crossbar exchange or switch 97 with the optical crossbar exchange 75 hereafter called 
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a secondary optical crossbar exchange. 

Turning to Fig. 5 for a short while, the primary optical crossbar exchange 97 comprises, like the secondary optical 
crossbar exchange 75, the semiconductor substrate 77 on which formed are N or zeroth to the third input waveguides 
or ports 79, N or the zeroth to the third output waveguides or ports 87, N or the zeroth to the third optical splitters 81 for 

5 splitting the M or N or the zeroth to the third optical signals into N or primary to quaternary optical signal groups of N 2 
or zeroth to fifteenth split signals, and N or primary to quaternary amplifier groups supplied with the primary to the qua- 
ternary optical signal groups, respectively, and consisting of N 2 or the zeroth to the fifteenth semiconductor optical 
amplifiers 83 operable as N 2 crossbar switch crosspoints, respectively. Instead of the optical combiners 85 of the sec- 
ondary optical crossbar exchange 75, used are N or zeroth to third wavelength multiplexers (MUX) 99(0), 99(1), 99(2), 

io and 99(3) or 99 connected to the N output ports 87, respectively, and to the zeroth to the fifteenth optical amplifiers 83 
by the intermediate waveguides in a cross-connection or crossbar fashion. 

Further turning to Fig. 6, each wavelength multiplexer 99 is of an arrayed waveguide grating type and comprises on 
the semiconductor substrate 77, M or zeroth to third input routes or waveguides 101(0), 101(1), 101(2), and 101(3) or 
1 01 for the optical signals of the zeroth to the third wavelengths X 0 to X 3, respectively, an input slab waveguide 103 for 

15 the split signals, an arrayed waveguide grating 105 connected to the input slab waveguide 103, an output slab 
waveguide 1 07 connected to the diffraction grating 105, an output route or waveguide 1 09 connected to the output slab 
waveguide 107 and to one of the output ports 87. Supplied to an m-th input route 101(m) of the M input routes 101, 
where m represents an arbitrary one of zero to (M - 1), the optical signal of an m-th wavelength X (m) is concentrated 
by the output slab wavegude 107 at an m-th point, namely, dependent on the wavelength X (m) and which of the M input 

20 routes 101 the m th input route 101 (m) is. Herein, the M optical signals are all focussed at the output route 109. 

Turning back to Fig 4 with Fig 5 again referred to, the zeroth to the third output waveguides 87 of the primary opti- 
cal crossbar exchange 97 are connected to the zeroth to the third output connections 89 which are described in con- 
nection with Fig i and whtcti now consist of N or zeroth to third wavelength demultiplexers (DEMUX) 1 1 1 (0), 1 1 1 (1), 
1 1 1 (2). and 1 1 1(3) or 111 lor demultiplexing the zeroth to the third exchanged signals into N or primary to quaternary 

25 received signal groups It should be noted that these signal groups are called the received signal groups rather than 
receiver input signal groups tn contrast to the receiver input signals described in conjunction with Fig. 3 and consist of 
NM or zeroth to third, fourth to seventh, eighth to eleventh, and twelfth to fifteenth received signals. 

Temporarily turnr>g to F»g 7. each wavelength demultiplexer 1 1 1 is of the arrayed waveguide grating type and com- 
prises a semiconductor substrate which may be an extension of the semiconductor substrate 77 of the primary (97) or 

30 the secondary (75) optical crossbar exchange and on which formed are single input route 1 1 3 for optical signals of one 
or more of the M wavelengths, such as X 0 to X 3, an input slab waveguide 115 connected to the input route 1 13, an 
arrayed waveguide grating 117 connected to the input slab waveguide 1 15, an output slab waveguide 119 connected 
to the diffraction grating 117. and M or zeroth to third output routes 121(0), 121(1), 121(2), and 121(3) or 121 for the M 
wavelengths X (0) to >. (3). respectively. Like in Fig. 6, the output slab waveguide 119focuses the optical signals of dif- 

35 ferent wavelengths at different points depending on the different wavelengths. In the example being illustrated, the opti- 
cal signals of M wavelengths are concentrated at the zeroth to the third output routes 121, respectively, as M received 
signals of one of N received signal groups. 

Again turning back to Fig 4 with Fig. 7 continuously referred to, NM optical receivers 91 are grouped, like in Fig. 2, 
into N or primary to quaternary receiver groups and consist of the zeroth to the fifteenth receivers 91(0) to 91(15). 

40 Responsive to the NM received signals, the NM optical receivers 91 produce NM reception signals which are reproduc- 
tions of NM component signals of the N reception signal groups. These N reception signal groups are supplied to the 
zeroth to the third receiving nodes R preferably through output memory units which are similar to those used in Fig. 1 
and 2 and are designated at 69(0) to 69(3), 69(4) to 69(7), 69(8) to 69(1 1), and 69(1 2) to 69(1 5) according to N or pri- 
mary to quaternary memory group respectively connected to the primary to the quaternary receiver groups and to the 

45 zeroth to the third receiving nodes R. 

Reviewing Figs. 4 to 7, it will be presumed in accordance with a request of delivering the zeroth and the first trans- 
mission signals both as the second reception signal to the second receiving node R2 that only the second and the sixth 
semiconductor optical amplifiers 83(2) and 83(6) are on and that all other optical amplifiers are off. Originating at the 
zeroth transmitting node TO, the zeroth transmission signal is supplied to the zeroth input route 79(0) as the optical sig- 

so nal of the zeroth wavelength X 0, split and thereafter delivered to the optical amplifiers 83(0) to 83(3) of the primary 
amplifier group. The second split signal of the primary split signal group alone is delivered to the second wavelength 
multiplexer 99(2) and thence to the second output port 87(2). Produced by the first transmitting node T1 , the first trans- 
mission signal is supplied to the first input route 79(1) as the optical signal of the first wavelength X 1, split and then 
delivered to the optical amplifiers 83(4) to 83(7) of the secondary amplifier group, which delivers the second split signal 

55 of the secondary split signal group alone to the second wavelength multiplexer 99(2). Wavelength multiplexing such 
amplifier output signals of primary and secondary amplifier output signal groups, the second wavelength multiplexer 
99(2) supplies the second output port 87(2) with the second exchanged'signal in which the zeroth and the first wave- 
lengths are wavelength multiplexed. 
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It wilt now be presumed in Figs. 4 to 7 in accordance with a request that the zeroth and the first optical amplifiers 
83(0) and 83(1) are on, that all other amplifiers 83(2) to 83(15) are off. and that the zeroth transmission signal is directed 
at the zeroth transmitting node TO to the zeroth and the first receiving nodes R0 and R1 although the zeroth receiving 
node R0 may be used in an information network at a location of the zeroth transmitting node TO collectively as an infor- 
5 mation transmitting and receiving node. Having different destinations, the zeroth optical signal of the zeroth wavelength 
is split by the zeroth optical splitter 81(9) into the zeroth to the third split signals of the primary split signal group. Only 
the zeroth and the first split signals are allowed to pass through the zeroth to the fifteenth optical amplifiers 83 to arrive 
at the zeroth and the first wavelength multiplexers 99(0) and 99(1 ) and thence to be delivered to the zeroth and the first 
output ports 87(0) and 87(1). 

io It is now understood in connection with Figs. 4 to 7 that the primary optical crossbar exchange 97 is supplied with 
optical signals of M different wavelengths at its N input ports 79 and is capable of exchanging up to N exchange input 
signals of different ones of M wavelengths, when their destinations are a single common destination, into a single 
exchanged signal in which the different ones of the M wavelengths are wavelength multiplexed. When a single 
exchange input signal of one of the M wavelengths has up to N different destinations, the primary optical crossbar 

is exchange 97 is capable of exchanging this exchange input signal into up to N exchanged signals all at once according 
to the up to N different destinations, respectively. 

Again to Fig. 4, the N optical transmitters 71 are assigned with M different wavelengths, herein N different wave- 
lengths, respectively. It will be presumed in Figs. 4 to 7 that the zeroth and the first transmission signals are concurrently 
directed from the zeroth transmitting node TO according to a request towards the second receiving node R2 and from 

20 the first transmission node T1 towards also the second receiving node R2, respectively. Converted by the zeroth optical 
transmitter 83(0) to the optical signal of the wavelength X 0, the zeroth transmission signal is supplied through the zeroth 
input connection 73(0) to the primary optical crossbar exchange 97 as the zeroth exchange input signal. Connected by 
the first optical transmitter 71(1) to the optical signal of the wavelength X 1, the first transmission signal is delivered 
through the first input connection 73(1) to the primary optical crossbar exchange 97 as the first exchange input signal. 

25 Directed towards in common to the second receiving node R2, the zeroth and the first exchange input signals are simul- 
taneously produced at the second output port 87(2) of Fig. 5 with the zeroth and the first wavelengths multiplexed as 
the second exchanged signal. No conflict arises on the second output waveguide 87(2) because such transmission sig- 
nals are converted to an at most quadruple wavelength multiplexed signal. 

This exchange signal of multiplexed wavelengths X 0 and X 1 is demultiplexed by the second wavelength demulti- 

30 plexer 11 1 (2) into the eighth and the ninth receiver input signals in the tertiary received signal group, which are con- 
verted by the eighth and the ninth optical receivers 91(8) and 91(9) respectively into the eighth ad the ninth 
reproductions of the zeroth and the first transmission signals for the second nodes R2. When the eighth and the ninth 
reproductions are concurrently produced with their packet durations commonly timed, an arbitration is settled therebe- 
tween by the eighth and the ninth memory units 69(8) and 69(9). The privileged one of the eighth and the ninth repro- 

35 ductions is first delivered as the second reception signal to the second node R2 with the other immediately following 
this privileged reproduction. z 

Moreover in Fig. 4, the optical network is completely a nonblocking crossbar network. For each combination among 
various combinations of the transmission signals and the reception signals, its transmission path from an arbitrary one 
of the at most N transmitting nodes T towards any one of the receiving nodes R is uniquely determined. Even without 

40 being buffered by the memory units 69(0) to 69(3) of Fig. 1 or 2, two or more transmission signals are never subjected 
to the collision on one of the output waveguides 87 of Fig. 5 even if directed to a common one of the receiving nodes 
R. In other words, it is entirely unnecessary to preliminarily settle the arbitration and it is possible thereby to raise the 
throughput beyond the theoretical restriction. 

Referring afresh to Fig. 8 and once more to Fig. 3. the description will proceed to an optical network according to 

45 a second preferred embodiment of this invention. In this example, the transmitting nodes T are zeroth to fifteenth trans- 
mitting nodes TO to T1 5 and are grouped into P node groups, each consisting of at most Q transmitting nodes, where 
P and Q represent primary first and second predetermined integers, each of which is not less than two. The primary 
predetermined integer N is equal to PQ and is herein not less than four. The receiving nodes R are zeroth to fifteenth 
receiving nodes R0 to R15 and are grouped into Q node groups, each consisting of at most P receiving nodes. 

so In Fig. 8, P or primary to quaternary node groups consist of the zeroth to the third transmitting or receiving nodes 

TO to T3 or R0 to R3, the fourth to the seventh transmitting or receiving nodes T4 to T7 or R4 to R7, the eighth to the 
eleventh transmitting or receiving nodes T8 to T1 1 or R8 to R1 1 . and the twelfth to the fifteenth transmitting or receiving 
nodes T12 to T15 or R12 to R15. This concept of groups applies to, various network parts except for the fact that each 
group consists of Q network parts rather than the "at most" Q network parts. 

55 In Fig. 8, the primary to the quaternary node groups of the transmitting nodes T are connected respectively to P or 
primary to quaternary transmitter groups, each of which consists of Q optical transmitters assigned with M or Q wave- 
lengths k 0 to X 3, respectively. The optical transmitters are called zeroth to fifteenth optical transmitters 71(0) to 71(15) 
or 71. The input connections 73 of Fig. 1 or 4 now consist of zeroth to third combinations of optical splitters and wave- 
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length multiplexers, which combinations are referred to as splitter/multiplexers (SPLIT/MUX) 123(0), 123(1), 123(2), 
123(3) or 123. In each transmitter group, the Q optical transmitters 71 transmit Q optical signals of the M or Q wave- 
lengths in response at most Q transmission signals supplied thereto. 

Turning to Fig. 9 during a short while, each splitter/multiplexer 1 23 comprises a semiconductor substrate which may 
be the above-mentioned substrate 77 and on which formed are Q or zeroth to third input waveguides 125(0), 125(1), 
1 25(2), and 1 25(3) or 1 25 supplied with one of P or primary to quaternary optical signal groups that consists of Q optical 
signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3 as indicated. On the substrate 77, Q or zeroth to third optical splitters (SPLIT) 
1 27(0), 127(1 ), 1 27(2), and 1 27(3) or 1 27 are connected respectively to the Q input waveguides 1 25 to split each optical 
signal into Q split signals with no regard to destinations of the split signals. Cross-connected to the Q optical splitters 
127 by intermediate waveguides are Q or zeroth to third wavelength multiplexers (MUX) 129(0), 129(1), 129(2), and 
129(3) or 129 to produce Q wavelength multiplexed signals, in each of which wavelength multiplexed are the zeroth to 
the third split signals supplied from the Q optical splitters 1 27, respectively. These Q wavelength multiplexed signals are 
delivered to Q or zeroth to third output waveguides 131(0), 131(1), 131(2), and 131(3) or 131, respectively. Each wave- 
length multiplexer 129 is not different from the wavelength multiplexer 99 illustrated with reference to Fig. 6. It is not 
understood that the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123 are responsive to P or primary to quaternary optical sig- 
nal groups of PQ optical signals of M or Q different wavelengths for producing PQ or zeroth to fifteenth wavelength mul- 
tiplexed signals in P or primary to quaternary multiplexed signal groups, respectively. 

Turning back to Fig. 8, the PQ wavelength multiplexed signals are supplied to a ternary optical crossbar exchange 
1 33 which is in practice the secondary optical crossbar exchange 75 or the primary crossbar exchange 97. Each of 
these zeroth to third optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) is not different from that illustrated with reference to 
Fig. 3. 

Reviewing Fig. 3, the secondary optical crossbar exchange part 75 comprises the optical combiners 85 in place of 
the wavelength multiplexers 99 described in conjunction with Fig. 5 or 6. Each optical combiner 85 is supplied with the 
amplifier output signals of a common destination to produce an optical combined signal of the common destination. It 
should be noted that each optical combiner 85 gives the optical combined signal a greater loss than a loss which each 
wavelength multiplexer 99 gives to the wavelength multiplexed signal. 

In Fig. 8. the secondary zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 75(0) is supplied from the zeroth to the third split- 
ter/multiplexers 123 with the zeroth wavelength multiplexed signals as zeroth exchanged input signals of a common 
destination in a primary exchange input signal group and produces, as a primary exchanged signal group, P exchanged 
signals. In this manner, the ternary optical crossbar exchange 133 has PQ exchange input ports and PQ exchange out- 
put ports and exchanges exchange input signals supplied to arbitrary ones of the PQ exchange input ports with various 
destinations according to the destinations to simultaneously produce exchanged signals of a common destination at 
one of the PQ exchange output ports. Moreover, the ternary optical crossbar exchange 133 is capable of exchanging 
the exchange input signals of one of the PQ exchange input ports with various destinations to produce exchanged sig- 
nals at some of the PQ exchange output ports according to the destinations,* respectively. Such exchanged signals of 
Q or primary to quaternary exchanged signal groups are delivered to the zeroth to the third output connections which 
are depicted in Fig. 1 at 89 and which now consist of Q or primary to quaternary selector groups of PQ or zeroth to fif- 
teenth optical selectors (SEL) 135(0) to 135(15) or 135, with each exchanged signal group of a common destination 
supplied to one of the selector groups. 

Turning to Fig. 10 tor a short while, each optical selector 135 is formed on a semiconductor substrate which may 
again be the semiconductor substrate 77 and on which formed is a single input waveguide 1 37 for one of the exchanged 
signals that is the wavelength multiplexed signal of the M wavelengths X 0 to X 3 and is of a common destination. Con- 
nected to the single input waveguide 137, a wavelength demultiplexer (DEMUX) 139 is for demultiplexing the wave- 
length multiplexed signal into M or Q individual -wavelength signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3. Connected to the 
wavelength demultiplexer 139 are M or Q or zeroth to third semiconductor optical amplifiers (AMP) 141(0) to 141(3) or 
141 which are rendered on and off in compliance with the wavelengths, namely, in accordance here with sources of the 
optical signals of respective wavelengths, to produce zeroth to third optical switched signals. Connected to the Q sem- 
iconductor optical amplifiers 141, a wavelength multiplexer (MUX) 143 multiplexes the optical switched signals into a 
switched and multiplexed signal for delivery to a single output waveguide 145. The wavelength demultiplexer 139, each 
optical amplifier 141, and the wavelength multiplexer 143 are identical with each wavelength demultiplexer 111, each 
optical amplifier 83, and each wavelength multiplexer 99 described in conjunction with Fig. 4 or 7, Fig. 5, and Fig. 5 or 
6, respectively. 

Turning back again to Fig. 8, the optical selectors 135 of the primary to the quaternary selector groups produces 
PQ switched and multiplexed signals now as PQ receiver input signals of Q or primary to quaternary groups dependent 
on the destinations, respectively. Those receiver input signals are supplied to PQ or zeroth to fifteenth optical receivers 
91(0) to 91(15) or 91 of Q or primary to quaternary receiver groups. The PQ optical receivers 91 are for the receiving 
nodes R, namely, connected, in this example, directly to the zeroth to the fifteenth receiving nodes R, respectively. 

In Fig. 8, it will be presumed that the zeroth and the first transmitting nodes TO and T1 simultaneously send their 
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transmission signals to the first and the zeroth receiving nodes R1 and RO. respectively. Delivered from the zeroth trans- 
mitting node TO, a zeroth electric signal is converted by the zeroth optical transmitter 71(0) into a zeroth optical signal 
of the zeroth wavelength X 0 and sent to the zeroth splitter/multiplexer 123(0). Produced by the first transmitting node 
T1 , a first electric signal is converted by the first optical transmitter 71(1) into a first optical signal of the first wavelength 

£ X 1 and delivered also to the zeroth splitter/multiplexer 123(0). Multiplexed by the zeroth splitter/multiplexer 123(0). the 
zeroth and the first optical signals are sent as a zeroth wavelength multiplexed signal to the secondary optical crossbar 
exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). In these crossbar exchange parts, the semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 are all off 
except for those in the zeroth crossbar exchange part 75(0). 

In the zeroth crossbar exchange part 75(0), the zeroth and the first optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1) of a zeroth 

io amplifier group are selectively switched on. As a consequence, only the zeroth and the first optical combiner 85(0) and 
85(1) of a zeroth combiner group deliver two wavelength combined signals of the zeroth and the first wavelengths X 0 
and X 1 to the zeroth and the first optical selectors 135(0) and 135(1), respectively. In the zeroth optical selector 135(0), 
the first semiconductor optical amplifier 141(1) is selectively switched on to deliver the signal of the first wavelength X 1 
through the multiplexer 143 to the zeroth optical receiver 91(0), where the signal is received as a zeroth reproduced 

is electric signal which is delivered to the zeroth receiving node R0. In the first optical selector 135(1), the zeroth optical 
amplifier 141(0) alone is rendered on to send the signal of the zeroth wavelength X 0 through the multiplexer 143 to the 
first optical receiver 91 , where the signal is converted back into a first reproduced electric signal which is sent to the first 
receiving node R1. 

Turning to Fig. 11 with Fig. 8 continuously referred to, another optical network is equivalent to that illustrated with 

20 reference to Figs. 3 and 8 to 10. In Fig. 1 1 , each of the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123 is divided into M or 
four splitter/multiplexer parts according to the M wavelengths X 0 to X 3. which are used as labels. Similarly, each of the 
secondary zeroth to third optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) is divided into M exchange parts according to 
their exchanged signals of the M wavelengths X 0 to X 3, which are used as labels. The optical selectors 135 are 
depicted as PQ four-input and one-output space division optical switches, which are designated by the reference 

25 numerals 1 35(0), 1 35(4), 1 35(8), 1 35(1 2) and so forth. The optical network therefore comprises PQ optical transmitters 
91 as in Fig. 8. PQ splitter/mufti-plexer parts 123. PQ exchange parts 75(0) and others, PQ optical switches or selectors 
1 35. and the PQ optical receivers 91 . 

Further turning to Fig. 12 with Figs. 8 and 1 1 continuously referred to, still another optical networks is equivalent to 
each of those illustrated with reference to Figs. 8 and 1 1 . It should be noted in this connection that each of the four-input 

30 and one-output space division optical switches 1 35 of Fig. 1 1 is not concurrently supplied with two or more input signals. 
As a consequence, it is possible to use a four-input and one-output optical combiner, such as each optical combiner 85 
used in Fig. 3, instead of the four-input and one-output space division optical switch. The optical network is not different 
from an optical network comprising an optical crossbar exchange having sixteen by sixteen cross points. Consequently, 
the optical network of Fig. 8 is theoretically an optical crossbar network. In other words, this optical network is com- 

35 pletely nonlocking and is readily controlled because an optical path is decided in connection with each optical signal 
uniquely by its source and destination. 

A necessary number of the semiconductor optical amplifiers is equal, in the optical network being illustrated, to 
sixty-four in the secondary optical crossbar exchange part 75 and also sixty-four in the wavelength selectors 135 and 
is equal in total to one hundred and twenty-eight. This total is only a half in number of the optical amplifiers which are 

40 indispensable in implementing the sixteen by sixteen cross points by using the structure of the conventional optical net- 
work described in connection with Fig. 1 , namely, a half of two hundred and fifty-six. 

Referring now to Fig. 13, attention will be directed to an optical network according to a third preferred embodiment 
of this invention. For the optical network being illustrated, each of the primary first and second integers P and Q is equal 
to four. The optical network is consequently between at most N or sixteen transmitting nodes TO to T15 grouped into P 

45 or primary to quaternary-transmitting node groups, each consisting of Q or four transmitting nodes T, and at most PQ 
or N receiving nodes TO to T15 which are similarly grouped into Q receiving node group like in Fig. 8. Instead of the P 
splitter/multiplexers 123 of Fig. 8, primary P or zeroth to third optical crossbar exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) are used 
with the secondary P optical crossbar exchange parts (X-BAR) 75(0) to 75(3) cross-connected to the primary P optical 
crossbar exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3). In other respects, the optical network is identical with that illustrated with refer- 

so ence to Fig. 8, inducting allocation of the M or zeroth to third wavelengths X 0 to X 3 to the optical transmitters 71 of each 
transmitter group. 

In Fig. 1 3, it will again be presumed that the zeroth and the first electrical signals are concurrently sent respectively 
from the zeroth and the first transmitting nodes TO and T1 with their final destinations selected at the first and the zeroth 
receiving nodes R1 and R0. respectively. Converted like in Fig. 8 to the zeroth and the first optical signals of their 
55 respective wavelengths X 0 and X 1 , the zeroth and the first electric signals are delivered to the primary zeroth optical 
crossbar exchange part 97(0) of Fig. 5 at the zeroth and the first input ports 79(0) and 79(1 ), respectively. In the primary 
zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 97(0), switched on are the zeroth and the fourth semiconductor optical amplifiers 
83(0) and 83(4) which are connected to the zeroth and the first input ports 79(0) and 79(1), respectively, and are 
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selected in accordance with intermediate destinations, respectively. For this example, the intermediate destinations are 
a common one of the secondary zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 75(0) which is connected through the optical 
selectors 135 and the optical receivers 91 to the final destinations, namely in this example, the first and the zeroth 
receiving nodes R1 and R0. 

5 Responsive to switched or amplifier output signals of the zeroth and the fourth optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(4) of 

Fig. 5, the zeroth wavelength multiplexer 99(0) supplies the zeroth output port 87(0) with a wavelength multiplexed sig- 
nal as a primary zeroth exchanged signal in which the zeroth and the first wavelengths X 0 and X 1 are multiplexed. In 
the secondary zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 75(0) depicted in Fig. 3 and supplied with this primary exchanged 
signal as a secondary zeroth exchange input signal, the zeroth and the first semiconductor optical amplifiers 83(0) and 

w 83(1 ) are switched on according respectively to the final destinations. Through the zeroth and the first optical combiners 
85(0) and 85(1), zeroth and first combined signals are delivered respectively to the zeroth and the first output ports 
87(0) and 87(1) as secondary zeroth and first exchanged signals, each of which is now a wavelength combined signal 
of only two wavelengths X 0 and X 1 in a primary exchanged signal group, in the primary selector-group zeroth and first 
wavelength selectors 135(0) and 135(1) depicted in Fig. 10 and supplied with the secondary zeroth and first secondary 

is exchanged signals, respectively, only the first and the zeroth semiconductor optical amplifiers 141(1) and 141(0) are 
rendered on, respectively, according to the sources from which the component signals are derived in the secondary 
exchanged signals. As a result, the receiver input signals of the wavelengths a, 1 and X 0 are delivered from the first and 
the zeroth optical amplifiers 1 41 , respectively, to the zeroth and the first optical receivers 91 (0) and 91(1). This complete 
simultaneous transmission of the zeroth and the first electric signals to the first and the zeroth receiving nodes R1 and 

20 R0, respectively. 

It should be noted in Fig. 13,that the primary zeroth to third optical crossbar exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) are used 
in place of the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123 described in connection with Fig. 8. By each splitter/multi- 
plexer 123 illustrated with reference to Fig. 9, the optical signal of each wavelength is produced as the component sig- 
nals in the zeroth to the third wavelength multiplexed signals with an inevitable power reduction or loss of at least 6 dB 

25 in each optical splitter 127. In contrast, it is possible to give a gain to each optical amplifier 83 in Fig. 5. It is thereby 
possible in Fig. 13 to make each optical receiver 71 have a large power margin to the receiver input signal thereof. 
Moreover, it should be noted in connection with Figs. 9 and 7 that the wavelength multiplexed signal is produced by 
each splitter/multiplexer 123 with at most M wavelengths multiplexed. In contrast, each of the exchanged signals of 
each of the primary optical exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) is a wavelength "multiplexed" signal of either only one of the 

30 M wavelengths or at most M wavelengths that are selected by the optical amplifier or amplifiers 83 of Fig. 5. As a con- 
sequence, another technical merit is achieved by the optical network of Fig. 13 such that each optical amplifier 83 of 
Fig. 3 is less liable to saturation. Like in Fig. 8, this optical network is completely nonlocking and is readily controlled 
because an optical route of every optical signal is decided with no ambiguity by its source and final destination. 

In this optical network, the number of indispensable semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 and 123 is equal to sixty- 

35 four in the primary optical crossbar exchange parts 79(0) to 79(3) of Fig. 5, again sixty-four in the secondary optical 
crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) of Fig. 3, and also sixty-four in the zeroth to the fifteenth optical selectors 135 
of Fig. 10, namely, to one hundred and ninety-two in total. Although greater than the necessary number for the optical 
amplifiers 83 and 135 in the optical network of Fig. 8, the total of one hundred and ninety-two is appreciably less than 
two hundred and fifty-six required in the conventional optical network of Fig. 1 . 

40 Referring to Fig. 14, the description will further proceed to an optical network according to a fourth preferred 
embodiment of this invention. In this optical network, the zeroth to the fifteenth optical transmitters 71(0) to 71(15) are 
for producing the zeroth to the fifteenth optical signals with M or zeroth to fifteenth wavelength A. 0 to A. 15. The second- 
ary predetermined integer M is now equal to N, namely, to PQ or sixteen. 

The optical network comprises the secondary zeroth to third optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) having 

45 their input ports 79 crosswise connected to the output waveguides 1 31 on which the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplex- 
ers 1 23(0) to 123(3) produce the wavelength multiplexed signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3, X 4 to X 7, X 8 to X 1 1 , 
and X 12 to X 15, respectively. The zeroth to the third optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) produce wave- 
length multiplexed and combined signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 1 5 at each of their output ports 87. As PQ receiver 
input signals, these wavelength multiplexed and combined signals are supplied to N or zeroth to fifteenth multiplexed 

so optical signal receivers 147(0) to 147(15) or 147, which are grouped into Q or primary to quaternary receiver groups, 
each consisting of P or four of the multiplexed optical signal receivers 147. 

Turning temporarily to Fig. 15, each multiplexed optical signal receiver 147 comprises a semiconductor substrate 
which may again be the semiconductor substrate 77 and on which formed is a wavelength demultiplexer 149, similar to 
the wavelength demultiplexer 1 1 1 of Fig. 7, for demultiplexing each of the wavelength multiplexed and combined signals 

55 into M or zeroth to fifteenth demultiplexed signals having M or the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelengths A, 0 to A. 15, respec- 
tively. Connected to the wavelength demultiplexer 149 are the zeroth to the fifteenth optical receivers 91 for respectively 
converting the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelength demultiplexed signals to zeroth to fifteenth reproductions of the zeroth 
to the fifteenth electric signals together with their sources. Connected to the zeroth to the fifteenth optical receivers 91 
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are the zeroth to the fifteenth memory units 69 for respectively storing as their contents the zeroth to the fifteenth repro- 
ductions with their respective sources and final destinations. In compliance with the final destinations, the zeroth to the 
fifteenth memory units 69 of the multiplexed optical signal receivers 147 respectively deliver their contents, after the 
arbitration is settled, as the zeroth to the fifteenth reception signals to the zeroth to the fifteenth receiving nodes R and 

5 are crosswise connected to the optical receiver 91 . 

In Figs. 1 4 and 1 5, it will now be presumed that the zeroth, the first, and the fourth transmitting nodes TO, T1 , and 
T4 are concurrently transmitting the zeroth, the first, and the fourth transmission signals respectively with the first, the 
zeroth, and also the zeroth receiving nodes R1 , RO, and RO selected as final destinations. Converted respectively to the 
zeroth optical signal of the zeroth wavelength X 0 and to the first optical signal of the first wavelength X 1 , the zeroth and 

70 the first transmission signals are sent to the zeroth splitter/murtiplexer 123(0), which delivers a wavelength multiplexed 
signal of the wavelengths X 0 and X 1 to the zeroth input ports 79(0) to 79(3) as their zeroth exchange input signals. 
Converted to the fourth optical signal of the fourth wavelength X 4, the fourth transmission signal is sent through the first 
splitter/multiplexer 123(1), which supplies a wavelength "multiplexed" signal of the wavelength X 4 to the first input port 
79(1 ) of the exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) as their first exchange input signals. 

15 The zeroth and the first exchange input signals are absorbed in the secondary first to third optical crossbar 
exchange parts 75(1) to 75(3) because these signals are not directed to the output ports 87 of these exchange parts 
75(1) to 75(3) and therefore none of the semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 are switched on in the exchange parts 
75(1 ) to 75(3). In the zeroth exchange part 75(0), only the zeroth and the first optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1 ) and only 
the fourth optical amplifier 83(4) connected respectively to its zeroth and first input ports 79(0) and 79(1) are switched 

20 on because the zeroth and the first optical combiners 85(0) and 85(1) are intermediate destinations of the zeroth, the 
first, and the fourth optical signals and of the zeroth and the first optical signals, respectively. As a consequence, the 
zeroth exchange part 75(0) supplies its zeroth and first output ports 87(0) and 87(1 ) with zeroth and first exchanged sig- 
nals in which the wavelengths X 0, X 1 , and X 4 and the wavelengths X 0 and X 1 are combined, respectively. 

In the zeroth multiplexed optical signal receiver 147(0) supplied with the zeroth exchanged signal, the zeroth, the 

25 first, and the fourth optical receivers 91(0), 91(1), and 91(4) store respectively the reproductions of the zeroth, the first, 
and the fourth transmission signals together with their sources of the zeroth, the first, and the fourth transmitting nodes 
TO. T1 , and T4 in the zeroth, the first, and the fourth memory units 69(0), 69(1), and 69(4) as their contents. In the first 
multiplexed optical signal receiver 1 47(1 ) supplied with the first exchanged signal, the zeroth and the first optical receiv- 
ers 91(0) and 91(1) respectively store the reproductions of the zeroth and the first transmission signals together with 

30 their sources of the zeroth and the first transmitting nodes TO and T1 in the zeroth and the first memory units 69(0) and 
69(1 ) as their contents. 

As for the zeroth and the first memory units 69(0) and 69(1), their contents are not different even delivered from 
whichever of the zeroth and the first optical receivers 91 . As regards the zeroth receiving node R0, such a content of 
the first memory unit 69(1) and the content of the fourth memory unit 69(4) would be supplied thereto as the zeroth 

35 reception signal. It should be noted here that the contents of the first and the fourth memory units 69(1 ) and 69(4) origr 
inate at different sources of the first and the fourth transmitting nodes T1 and T4. The arbitration is therefore settled. For 
example, first delivered as a privileged content is the content of the first memory unit 69(1). Next delivered as a less 
privileged content is the content of the fourth memory unit 69(4). In connection with the first receiving node R1 , a single 
content may have been stored as separate contents in the zeroth and the first memory units 69(0) and 69(1 ). Such sep- 

40 arate contents, however, originate at a common source of the zeroth transmitting node R0. No conflict therefore arises 
between these contents. For example, the content of the zeroth memory unit 69(0) is delivered at once as the first 
reception signal to the first receiving node R1. 

In Fig. 14, the optical network is theoretically similar to the optical network which is described with reference to Fig. 
8 and in which a four-input and one-output electronic switch (not shown) is used instead of each selector group of Q 

45 optical selectors 1 35. The optical network of Fig. 1 4 is therefore in principle a completely nonlocking crossbar network. 
For each transmission signal, its transmission route from an arbitrary one of the at most PQ transmitting node T towards 
any one of the at most PQ receiving nodes R is determined with no ambiguity and is readily controlled. Moreover, the 
optical network is an output buffered type as is the case with the network described in conjunction with Fig. 4. With none 
of the transmission signals buffered on the side of the transmitting node T, it is possible to raise the throughput beyond 

so the theoretical restriction for an input buffered optical network. 

In the optical network of Fig. 1 4, the semiconductor optical amplifiers are necessary sixty-four in number only in the 
secondary optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). This number is only a quarter of the number of the optical 
amplifiers which are indispensable in the conventional optical network described in connection with Fig. 1 . 

Referring to Fig. 16 and again to Figs. 5 and 3, attention will be directed to an optical network according to a fifth 

55 preferred embodiment of this invention. This optical network is similar to that described with reference to Fig. 1 3 except 
for substitution of the multiplexed optical signal receivers 147 used in Fig. 14 for the use in Fig. 13 of combinations of 
the optical selectors 135 and the optical receivers 91 . 

In Fig. 16, it will be presumed as in Figs. 14 and 15 that the zeroth, the first, and the fourth transmitting nodes TO, 
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T1 and T4 are simultaneously transmitting the zeroth, the first, and the fourth transmission signals or electric signals 
with the first, the zeroth, and also the zeroth receiving nodes R1 , RO, and RO selected as their final destinations respec- 
tively. In the example being presumed, the zeroth optical signal of the zeroth wavelength X 0 and the first optical signal 
of the wavelength X 1 are delivered to the primary zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 97(0). The fourth optical signal 
of the wavelength X 4 is supplied to the primary first optical crossbar exchange part 97(1). In the primary zeroth optical 
crossbar exchange part 97(0) depicted in Fig. 5, the zeroth and the fourth semiconductor optical amplifiers 83(0) and 
83(4) are rendered on in compliance with an intermediate destination of the zeroth wavelength multiplexer 99(0) to pro- 
duce their output signals at the zeroth output port 87(0) as the primary zeroth exchanged signal in which the wave- 
lengths X 0 and X 1 are multiplexed. In the primary first crossbar exchange part 97(1), the zeroth optical amplifier 83(0) 
alone is switched on in compliance with the intermediate destination to deliver its output signal also to its zeroth output 
port 87(0) as the primary first exchanged signal of a single wavelength X 4. 

The zeroth exchanged signal of a primary wavelength multiplexing of two wavelengths X 0 and X l and the first 
exchanged signal having the signal wavelength X 4 'Wavelength multiplexed" are supplied both to the secondary zeroth 
optical crossbar exchange part 75(0) and respectively at the zeroth and the first input ports 79(0) and 79(1) In this 
exchange part 75(0), the zeroth and the first optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1) connected indirectly to the zeroth input 
port 79(0) are switched on respectively according to the destinations R0 and R1 of the component signa's of the wave- 
lengths X 0 and X 1 of the zeroth exchange input signal. Furthermore, the fourth optical amplifier connected indirectly 
to the first input port 79(1) is rendered on according to the destination R0 of the first exchange input signal of the single 
wavelength x 4. Through the zeroth wavelength multiplexer 99(0). the zeroth, the first, and the fourth optical amplifiers 
83(0), 83(1), and 83(4) supply the zeroth output port 85(0) with the zeroth exchanged signal in which the wavelengths 
X 0. X 1 , and X 4 are multiplexed. Through the first wavelength multiplexer 99(1), the zeroth and the first optical amplifi- 
ers 83(0) and 83(1) supply the first output port 85(1) with the first exchanged signal in which the wavelengths X 0 and 
X 1 are multiplexed. 

From the zeroth and the first output ports 85(0) and 85(1) of the secondary zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 
75(0) of Fig. 3, the zeroth exchanged signal of the wavelengths X 0, X 1 , and X 4 and the first exchanged signal of the 
wavelengths X 0 and X 1 are delivered respectively to the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical signal receivers 147(0) 
and 147(1), each of which is illustrated with reference to Fig. 15. In the zeroth multiplexed optical signal receiver 147(0) 
the component signals of the wavelengths X 0. X 1 . and X 4 are delivered respectively to the zeroth, the first and the 
fourth optical receivers 91(0), 91(1), and 91(4), from which the zeroth, the first, and the fourth received signals are 
respectively directed to the first, to the zeroth, and also to the zeroth receiving nodes R after buffered in the zeroth the 
first, and the fourth memory units 69(0), 69(1), and 69(4). In the first multiplexed optical signal receiver 147(1) the com- 
ponent signals of the wavelengths X 0 and X 1 are supplied respectively to the zeroth and the first optical receivers 91 (0) 
and 91 (1), from which the zeroth and the first received signals are respectively directed to the first and the zeroth receiv- 
ing nodes R1 and R0 after buffered in the zeroth and the first memory units 69(0) and 69(1). 

Directed all in common to the final destination of the zeroth receiving node R0, the contents of the first and the 
fourth memory units 69(1 ) and 69(4) respectively originate at the first and the fourth transmitting nodes T1 and T4 and 
are successively delivered to the zeroth receiving node R0 both as the zeroth reception signal in compliance with 
results of the arbitration. Directed to the final destination of the first receiving node R1 , the content of the zeroth memory 
unit 69(0) originates at the zeroth transmitting node TO alone although stored separately from the zeroth optical receiv- 
ers 91 (0) of the zeroth and thefirst multiplexed optical signal receivers 147(0) and 147(1). This content is consequently 
produced as the first reception signal immediately without the arbitration. 

In Fig. 16, the optical network is theoretically equivalent to that of Fig. 13 except for substitution of each optical 
selector 1 35 for a four-input and one-output electronic switch in the manner described in connection with Fig. 1 4. Con- 
sequently, this optical network is in principle a completely nonblocking crossbar network and is readily controlled 
because a transmission path of each transmission signal is uniquely determined from any one of the transmitting nodes 
T to an arbitrary one of the receiving nodes R. This optical network moreover is an output buffered optical network like 
that illustrated with reference to Fig. 4 and can achieve a rise of the throughput beyond the theoretical restriction una- 
voidable in an input buffered one as is the case with the conventional optical networks of Figs. 1 and 2. 

In the optical network being illustrated, the primary optical exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) are substituted like in Fig 
13 for the splitter/multiplexers 123 used in Fig. 14. It is therefore possible as in Fig. 13 to enlarge the margin of signals 
delivered to the optical receivers 91 used in the multiplexed optical signal receivers 147. Moreover, an additional tech- 
nical merit is attained like in Fig. 1 3 such that the optical amplifier 83 are less liable to saturation in the secondary optical 
crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). 

For this optical network, the optical amplifiers 83 are necessary in number equal to sixty-four in the primary 
exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) and also sixty-four in the secondary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) and therefore one 
hundred and twenty-eight in total. This total is only a half of the number indispensable in the optical network described 
in conjunction with Fig. 4. 

Referring afresh to Fig. 1 7 and again to Figs. 3 and 9, the description will proceed to an optical network according 
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to a sixth preferred embodiment of this invention. Each of the zeroth to the fifteenth transmitting nodes T produces like 
in Fig. 2 an S-ple or quadruple multiplexed electric signal of zeroth to third component transmission signals which may 
be directed to one of the zeroth to the fifteenth receiving nodes R that is selected as a final destination, where S repre- 
sents a ternary predetermined integer which is not less than two. Use is made of also the zeroth to the f rfteerrth wave- 
5 lengths X 0 to X 15, which are divided into U or primary to quaternary wavelength groups, each consisting of V 
wavelengths, where U and V represent secondary first and second predetermined integers, each of which is not less 
than two. 

In the illustrated example, the zeroth to the fifteenth transmitting nodes T are connected in the optical network to 
first to fifteenth multiplexed optical signal transmitters 151(0) to 151(15) or 151, respectively, which produce zeroth to 

io fifteenth multiplexed optica) signals in Q or primary to quaternary optical signal groups. In each optical signal group, 
each multiplexed optical signal consists of S or zeroth to third component optical signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3, 
X 4 to X 7, X 8 to X 1 1 , and X 1 2 to X 15 as indicated by legends attached to output lines of the multiplexed optical trans- 
mitters 151(0) to 151(3), 151(4) to 151(7), 151 (8) to 151(11), or 151(12) to 151(15). 

Turning to Fig. 18 for a short while, each of the multiplexed optical signal transmitters 151 comprises the optical 

75 transmitter 71 , S in number, and a wavelength multiplexer 153 for multiplexing S output signals of the respective optical 
transmitters 71 into an S-ple multiplexed signal of V or S wavelengths. The wavelength multiplexer 153 is identical in 
structure and operation with the multiplexer 99 of Fig. 6. For example, the multiplexed optical transmitter 151 produce 
the multiplexed signal of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3. 

Turning back to Fig. 17, the zeroth to the third input connections 73 described in conjunction with Fig. 1 consist of 

20 the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123 described with reference to Fig. 9 and supplied respectively with the pri- 
mary to the quaternary optical signal groups to now produce at each of their zeroth to the third output waveguides 131 
an M-ple multiplexed signal in which the M wavelengths X 0 to X 15 are multiplexed. Herein, each splitter/multiplexer 123 
is a four-input and a four-output star coupler formed on a semiconductor substrate. From such zeroth to third output 
waveguides 131 of the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123, the wavelength multiplexed signals of all the wave- 
rs lengths X 0 to X 15 are crosswise delivered to the zeroth to the third input ports 79 of secondary zeroth to third optical 
crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3), each of which is illustrated with reference to Fig. 3 and which produce an 
exchanged signal at each of their zeroth to third output ports 87. In this example, each exchanged signal is an M-wave- 
length combined signal in which optical signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 1 5 are combined. 

Herein, it will be surmised that the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelengths X 0 to X 15 are in a predetermined sequential 

30 order, such as an ascending or a descending order, of the wavelengths with the primary to the quaternary wavelength 
groups afresh called zeroth to third wavelength groups and denoted by X G(0), X G(1), X G(2), and X G(3) or X G. From 
the zeroth to the third output ports 87 of the exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3), such exchanged signals are delivered to 
zeroth to fifteenth router-selector (RSEL) 155(0) to 155(15) or 155 and therefrom to zeroth to fifteenth optical receiver 
arrays (RXA) 157(0) to 157(15) or 157. In the manner which will presently become clear, each optical receiver array 157 

35 supplies a corresponding one of the receiving nodes R with a reproduction of the quadruple multiplexed electric signal 
collectively as a reception signal. 

Turning to Fig. 19 during a short while, each router-selector 155 comprises a semiconductor substrate which may 
again be the semiconductor substrate 77 and on which an input waveguide 159 is formed. From the output ports 87 of 
each exchange part 75, the zeroth to the third wavelength groups X G are supplied to the input waveguide 159 as indi- 

40 cated by a legend and thence delivered to a wavelength group demultiplexer (GR DEMUX) 161 having a transmittance 
TR which is dependent on the wavelength groups X G as will presently be described to separately produce output sig- 
nals which have the zeroth to the third wavelength group X G(0) to X G(3) as indicated by legends, respectively. Like in 
the optical demultiplexer 139 described with reference to Fig. 10, zeroth to third semiconductor optical amplifiers (AMP) 
1 63(0) to 1 63(3) or 1 63 are switched on or off to deliver signals of the wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(3) selectively to 

45 a wavelength router 165, which will soon be described more in detail to supply zeroth to third routed waveguides 167(0) 
to 1 67(3) or 1 67 with routed signals of zeroth to third routed groups X rG(0) to X rG(3) or X rG which respectively consist 
of the wavelengths X 0, X 4, X 8, and X 12;X 1,XS,X9, and X 13; X 2. X 6, X 10, and X 14; and X 3, X 7, X 1 1, and X 15. 

Further turning to Fig. 20 with Fig. 19 continuously referred to, the transmittance TR of the wavelength group 
demultiplexer 161 is schematically illustrated versus the wavelength X . In the manner described in the foregoing as 

so regards the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelengths X 0 to X. 15, the zeroth to the third wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(3) 
have sequentially ordered wavelengths. The transmittance is variable between minus 1 dB and minus 30 dB as 
depicted by a solid line for the zeroth wavelength group X G(0), a dash-dot line for the first wavelength grotp X G(1). a 
dashed line for the second wavelength group X G(2), and a dash and two-dot line for the third wavelength group X G(3). 
It is therefore possible with this wavelength demultiplexer 161 to selectively deliver the signals of the zeroth to the third 

55 wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(3) respectively to the optical amplifiers 163(0) to 163(3). 

Still further turning to Fig. 21 with Fig. 19 continuously referred to, the wavelength group router 165 comprises on 
the semiconductor substrate 77 zeroth to third wavelength demultiplexers 169(0) to 169(3) or 169, which are connected 
respectively to the zeroth to the third optical amplifiers 163 and each of which is similar to the wavelength demultiplexer 
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IiL2S££ T T* ? 7 and haS Z6r0th to third outout P° rts - Furthermore formed on the semiconductor 

zeS >ZZh ^ *"* w r' en9th mu,tip,exers 171 <°> to 171(3) or 171 which are connected respectively to the 
nlSl tl r ' ^ wavegu : des 1 67 ■* each of *** * similar to the waveguide multiplexer 99 described in con 

Si21^t^r ,nn ^.^ waveguides to the input ports of the zeroth to the third wavegufde 

1 71 •. Res P° nsiv e to the s,gnal of the zeroth wavelength group X G(0), the zeroth wavelength demultiplexer 
SI iT* T^ZS** Wave,eng1hs oU 0 to * 3 th ™9 h «■ ^roth to third output ports to the zeroth injut 
ports of the zeroth to the third wavelength multiplexers 1 71 . In this manner supplied additionally with signals of individ- 
SSTT". * t0 X 7 " * 8 to ^ 1 • and X 12 to X 1 5. the zeroth to the third wavelength multiplexers 1 71 deliver me 

" w^2S i S fi 7?l Zer0t t h t0 ? thifd rOUted 9rOUpS k t0 X respectively to the zeroth to the third output 
waveguides 167 of the router-selector 155. 

.h '"rif ' 19 21 ' il Sh0U ' d be n ° ted that the si9nals of me zeroth to tne third wavelength groups X G are supplied 
through the optical amplifiers 163 selectively to the zeroth to the third wavelength demultiplexed 169. For LrS S 
signal of the zeroth wavelength group X G<0) alone is supplied to the wavelength group router 1 65 when only thezeroth 
.5 optica, ampler 163(0) is switched on while other optical amplifiers 163(1) to 163(3) are rendered off. .n this elertthe 
routed signals have only the wavelengths X 0. X 1, X 2, and X 3, respectively, on the routed waveguides 167 of Fig' 19 
wLl £" S t ! qUenCe ' r ? uter - se,ector 155 is 0 P er able responsive to the exchanged signals of input wavelengths £ the 
EH ? h «° UP f * Gl ^ f ! U,e Sel6Cled ° neS ° f 1116 input wavelen 9ths ^ the routed signals of individual oufput wave 
20 IrSif ,ers 1 2 ^ Wave9uides 1 67 in accordance with switch on and off of the semiconductor optica. 

V or^riTIl! 9 l ° FiS - 22 ^ Fi9S - 1 7 3nd 19 again referred to - -* °Pt ical receiv er array 157 comprises 
th or at l t0 * ird Jf'^' rece,v ers which are not different from those used in Fig. 1 and other drawing figures and will 
therefore be referred to as the optical receivers 91(0) to 91(3). Arranged parallel as an array, the optL receivers 9 
are connected to the routed waveguides 167 and pertinent ones of the receiving nodes R. Supplied with the routed si g : 
nodes R ^ 155 deHverS reCSpti ° n Signals to the pertinent receivin 9 

with Fin" « 9 ,h^ C t k H t0 R °J 7 "TJT 18 10 22 additional| y referred to. it will be presumed as described in connection 
S? ?ni e h T ^ transmittin9 nodes T0 and T1 are concurrently transmitting the zeroth and the 

Hi ZS °L quadrup L e mult,plexed transmission signals with the first and the zeroth receiving nodes R1 and RO 
selected as their final destinations, respectively. The zeroth to the third component transmission signals of the zeroth 
Z 'n f2 tra " Sm,SSIOn 1 signal are ^spectively converted by the zeroth to the third optical transmitters 71 of the zeroth 
.TnSL^t^? sl9n Jl. transmi » er 151 (0) into the zeroth to the third component optical signals having the wave- 
mS^i 1 ^. 3 , respec f ,ve| y- and wavelength multiplexed into the zeroth multiplexed optical signal. Likewise, the first 

^thTS t K? n ?! tranSm ?. er 151(1) Pr0dUC6S thS firSt mul «P |ex « 1 oPlical signal into which wavelength multi- 
plexed are the fourth to the seventh component optical signals having the wavelengths X 4 to X 7 respectively. 

^m? 7 vel r 9th ^'tiP'exing the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical signals, the zeroth splitter/multiplexer 
123(0) supplies the ,nput ports 79(0) of the zeroth 1o the third optical crossbar exchange part 75(0) to 75(3) wiSiThe 

eSrofoaSm^ S? °! ^ ""J and thS firSt wave,en9th groups * <*Q> *>" m m. first to me thTrd 
exchange parts 75(1 ) to 75(3). all semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 are kept closed to produce no exchanged signals 
n thezeroth exchange part 75(0) alone, only the zeroth and the first optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1) are switched on 
26r0tt l ^ thC SXChan9ed 819,1315 * zerom and the first output JJ^S^aS 

GO) a^o^eT ^ ^ Signal in Which the zeroth and tne first wavelength groups X G(0) and X 

« th. ,' n T* Z T H r ° uter " selector 155 <°)' the wavelength group demultiplexer 161 delivers the signals of the zeroth and 
m iTit?? , 9r ° UP \ G(0) ^ * respective * t0 the zeroth and the first semiconSutor optica, amp^rs 
63 0 and 163(1) compliance with the final destination of the zeroth receiving node R0, the first optical amplifier 
SI t fJ S ^ ° n \ Re f ponsive 10 the signals of the first wavelength group X 0(1). the wavelength group router 
1 65 routes the routed signals of the wavelengths X 4 to X 7 in the zeroth to the third routed groups X rG(0) to X rG(3) to 
the f.nrt optica. rece,ver array 157(1 ). In a similar manner, the first router-selector 1 55(1) selects the signa of the zeVom 
so waving th group X G(0) to route the routed signa. of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3 in the routed groups J rG(0) to X S( 3 ) 
tcrthe first opted receiver array 157(1). To deliver to the zeroth receiving node R0 collectively as the zeroth reception 
S?ni rl? 3 , 'Tn 91 ° f * ie Z8r0th array 1 5?(0) res P ectivelv reproduce the transmission signals from the com- 
mceSon ? 0 n a ?'?h a S ? I 6 W ? V6len9,hs ^ 4 to X 7. To deliver to the first receiving node R1 collective^ as the first 
55 x 3 reC6,Ver array 1 5?(1) r6CeiVeS thS com P° nerrt optical signals of the wavelengths X 0 to 

« twJI^I 7 I th ! op ^ cal " etw ° rk is equivalent to S or four optical networks of the type illustrated with reference to Fig. 
8 Th s optical network .s therefore an optical crossbar network in principle. That is to say. the optical network is a com- 
pletely nonblocking network and is readily controlled because the propagation path of each transmission signa. is 
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uniquely determined from any one of the transmitting node T to an arbitrary one of the receiving nodes R. Despite the 
fact that use is made of the splitter/multiplexers 123 and the second optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(1) like 
the optical network of Fig. 8, the optical network of Fig. 17 has an exchange capacity which is four times as great as 
that of the optical network of Fig. 8 and equivalent to that achieved by a sixteen by sixteen switching network by using 

5 the structure of the conventional optical network described in connection with Fig. 2. 

As for the necessary semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 and 163. their number is equal to sixty-four in the zeroth 
to the third exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) and also to sixty-four in the zeroth to the fifteenth router-selectors 1 55. 
namely, one hundred and twenty-eight in total. This total is only a half of the number of two hundred and fifty-six of the 
optical amplifiers 83 which are indispensable on implementing an optical network having the exchange capacity of the 

10 optical network by using the conventional structure of Fig. 2. 

Referring to Fig. 23. the description will further proceed to an optical network according to a seventh preferred 
embodiment of this invention. This optical network is for use between the zeroth to the fifteenth transmitting nodes T1 
to T15, each producing an S-ple or quadruple multiplexed transmission signal of zeroth to third electric signals, and the 
zeroth to the fifteenth receiving nodes R0 to R1 5, each of which is for receiving as an S-ple multiplexed reception signal 

is a reproduction of the multiplexed transmission signal produced at one of the transmitting nodes T. The optical network 
comprises the zeroth to the fifteenth multiplexed optical signal transmitters 1 51 , the primary zeroth to third optical cross- 
bar exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) of the type described in conjunction with Fig. 5, the secondary zeroth to third optical 
crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) of the type of Fig. 3, the zeroth to the fifteenth router-selectors 155, and the 
zeroth to the fifteenth optical receiver arrays 157. Like for the optical network described in connection with Fig. 1 7, the 

20 wavelengths a 0 to a 1 5 are grouped into the zeroth to the third wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(3) which are converted 
in the optical network to the zeroth to the third routed groups X rG(0) to X rG(3). The primary and the secondary 
exchange pans 97(0) to 97(3) and 75(0) to 75(3) are identical in structure and operation with those used in Fig. 8. The 
multiplexed optcal signal transmitters 151. the router-selector 155, and the optical receiver arrays 157 are identical in 
structure and operaton to those used in Fig. 17. 

25 In Fig 23 ft will again be presumed that the zeroth and the first transmitting nodes TO and T1 are concurrently 

transmitting the zeroth and the first quadruple multiplexed electric signals with the first and the zeroth receiving nodes 
R1 and R0 selected respectively as their final destinations. The zeroth to the third transmission signals of the zeroth 
multiplexed electnc signal are respectively converted by the zeroth to the third optical transmitters 71 of the zeroth mul- 
tiplexed optical &gnal fransrnrtter 151(0) to the optical component signals which have the wavelengths X 0 to X 3, 

30 respectively, and are wavelength multiplexed into the zeroth multiplexed signal of the zeroth wavelength group X G(0). 
Likewise, the first multiplexed optical signal transmitter 151(1) produces the first wavelength multiplexed signal of the 
first wavelength grotp X G(1 ) into which wavelength multiplexed are the fourth to the seventh component optical signals 
having the wavelengths a 4 to X 7, respectively. 

As depicted in detail in Fig. 5, the zeroth and the first wavelength multiplexed signals are respectively delivered to 

35 the zeroth and the first input ports 79(0) and 79(1) of the primary zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 97(0). Switched 
on according to the intermediate destination of the zeroth wavelength multiplexer 99(0), the zeroth and the fourth optical 
amplifiers 83(0) and 83(4) supply the zeroth output port 87(0) with the zeroth exchanged signal in which further multi- 
plexed are the zeroth and the first wavelength multiplexed signals of the zeroth and the first wavelength groups X G(0) 
and?.G(1). 

40 in the manner depicted in detail in Fig. 3, the exchanged signal is delivered to the zeroth input port 79(0) of the sec- 
ondary zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 75(0). Switched on in compliance with the final destinations, the first and 
the zeroth optical amplifiers 83(1 ) and 83(0) of this secondary zeroth exchange part 75(0) supply the first and the zeroth 
output ports 87(1) and 87(0) respectively with the first and the zeroth exchanged signals, in each of which "combined" 
is wavelength multiplexing of the zeroth and the first wavelength groups X G(0) and X G(1). 

45 In Figs. 23 and 19, the zeroth exchanged signal is supplied to the zeroth router-selector 155(0) in which the first 

wavelength group X G(1) is selected by the first optical amplifier 163(1) switched on and routed by the wavelength group 
router 165 to the zeroth to the third routed waveguides 167 respectively as the routed signals of the zeroth to the third 
routed group X rG(0) to X rG(3), namely, the wavelengths X 4 to X 7. Similarly, the first router-selector 1 55(1 ) selects the 
zeroth wavelength group X G(0) by the zeroth optical amplifier 163(0) and routes, respectively to the zeroth to the third 

so routed waveguides 167, the routed signals of the zeroth to the third routed group X rG(0) to X rG(3), namely, the wave- 
lengths X 0 to X 4. 

Connected to the zeroth router-selector 155(0), the zeroth optical receiver array 157(0) converts the routed signals 
of the wavelengths X 4 to X 7 to the reproductions of the zeroth to the third component electric signals of the first multi- 
plexed transmission signal for delivering collectively as the zeroth reception signal to the zeroth receiving node R0. By 
55 the first optical receiver array 157(1), the routed signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3 are converted respectively to the 
zeroth to the third reproduced electric signals of the zeroth multiplexed transmission signal for delivery to the first receiv- 
ing node R1. 

In Fig. 23, the optical network is theoretically equivalent to S or four optical networks, each illustrated with reference 
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to Fig. 13. This optical network is therefore an optical crossbar network of the completely nonblocking type in principle 
and is easy to control because each multiplexed transmission signal is propagated therethrough from an arbitrary one 
of the transmitting nodes T to any selected one of the receiving nodes R with no ambiguity. Furthermore the optical 
network has an exchange capacity which is four times as great as that attained by the optical network of Fig 1 3 and is 
equal to that achieved by a sixteen by sixteen network implemented by the conventional structure of Fig. 2. 

In the optical network being illustrated, the primary exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) are used in place of the split- 
ter/multiplexers 123 which is described in connection with Fig. 9 and is used in the optical network of Fig 17 in each 
splitter/multiplexer 123, each optical splitter 127 unavoidably gives an optical power loss of at least 6 dB In contrast it 
is possible to give a gain to each semiconductor optical amplifier 83 of the primary exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) and 
accordingly give a large margin to the -receiver input signal supplied to each optical receiver 69 used in the optical 
receiver arrays 157 of the type described with reference to Fig. 18. Additionally, each splitter/multiplexer 123 produces 
its output signal in which the wavelength groups X G may at most be multiplexed. In contrast, each of the exchange sig- 
nals is produced by the primary exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) to include only one of the wavelength groups 7i G This 
gives a further additional technical merit of preventing the optical amplifiers 83 from being saturated in the secondary 
exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). y 
In the illustrated optical network, the number of necessary semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 and 163 is equal to 
sixty-four in the primary exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3), also sixty-four in the secondary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) 
and again sixty-four in the router-selector 1 55 and is equal in total to one hundred and ninety-two. This total is although 
greater than the total of one hundred and twenty-eight necessary in the optical network of Fig. 1 7. appreciably less than 
the total of two hundred and fifty-six, which total is indispensable on implementing the sixteen by sixteen exchange net- 
work with the conventional structure of Fig. 2. 

Referring to Fig. 24. an optical network is according to an eighth preferred embodiment of this invention and is for 
use, as before, between the zeroth to the fifteenth transmitting nodes T and the zeroth to the fifteenth receiving nodes 
R. In this example, used are sixty-four different wavelengths X 0 to X 63 which are grouped into sixteen wavelength 
groups of zeroth to frfteenth wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(15). Each wavelength group X G consists of four wave- 
lengths. The secondary predetermined integer M and the secondary first and second predetermined integers U and V 
are equal to sixty-four, sixteen, and four, respectively. 

The optical network comprises, like in Fig. 1 7, the zeroth to the fifteenth multiplexed optical signal transmitters 1 51 
the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123, and the secondary zeroth to third optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) 
to 75(3). Each multiplexed optical signal transmitter 151 is similar to that described in conjunction with Fig 17 It should 
however, be noted that the zeroth to the fifteenth multiplexed optical transmitters 151 are for producing the wavelength 

multiplexed signals in which the wavelengths X 0 to X 3. X 4 to X 7 X 1 6 to X 1 9 X 32 to X 35 X 48 to X 51 

and X 60 to X 63 are multiplexed, respectively, as indicated by legends attached to their output waveguides Further- 
more, this optical network comprises U or zeroth to fifteenth multiplexed optical signal receivers 173(0) to 173(15) or 
173. which are different from each described with reference to Fig. 19 and will be described in the following 

Turning to Fig. 25 for a short while with Fig. 24 continuously referred to. it should be noted that a wavelength mul- 
tiplexed and combined signal of at most V wavelength groups, namely, the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelength groups X 
IS P r °duced as the exchanged signal at each of PQ output ports 87 of the P exchange parts, such as 75(0) to 75(3) 
Each multiplexed optical receiver 173 comprises on a semiconductor substrate, such as 77, the input waveguide 159 
supphed with the exchanged signal of the at most zeroth to fifteenth wavelength groups X G and a wavelength demulti- 
plexer (DEMUX) 175 which is similar to the wavelength demultiplexer 111 depicted in Fig. 7 and produces at most 
zeroth to sixty-third demultiplexed signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 63. Supplied with these demultiplexed signals 
respectively, are zeroth to sixty-third optical receivers (RX) 91 (0) to 91 (63) or 91 grouped into zeroth to fifteenth receiver 
groups in one-to-one correspondence to the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelength groups X G, for producing zeroth to sixty- 
third receiver output signals. The zeroth to the fifteenth receiver group of the optical receivers 91 are connected respec- 
tively to zeroth to fifteenth memory units (MEM) 1 77(0) to 177(15) or 177. each of which produces U of four reproduc- 
tions of the component transmission signals in the manner which will presently become clear. These four reproductions 
are multiplexed into a reproduction of the multiplexed transmission signal produced in one of the transmitting nodes T 
that is indicated as a source by the wavelength group corresponding to one of the receiver groups of the optical receiv- 
ers 91 This reproduction is delivered, after arbitration if necessary relative to contents stored in the memory units 1 77 
of others of the zeroth to the fifteenth multiplexed optical signal receivers 173, as the reception signal to one of the 
receiving nodes R that is specified as the final destination by the electric signals originating at the transmitting nodes T. 

In Figs. 24 and 25. it will be presumed in a manner similar to that described in conjunction with Figs 1 4 and 1 6 that 
the zeroth. the first, and the fourth transmitting nodes TO. Tl , and T4 are concurrently transmitting the zeroth the first 
and the fourth multplexed electric signals, each comprising the zeroth to the third component transmission signals with 
their final destinations set respectively at the first, at the zeroth. and also at the zeroth receiving nodes R1 Ro' and 
again R0. The zeroth. the first, and the fourth multiplexed electric signals are respectively converted by the zeroth the 
first, and the fourth multiplexed optical signal transmitters 151(0), 151(1). and 151(4) to the zeroth, the first and the 
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fourth multiplexed optical signals of the zeroth, the first, and the fourth wavelength signal groups X G(0), X G(1). and X 
G(4) as indicated by legends of X 0 to X 3. X 4 to X 7, and X 1 6 to X 19. Supplied with the zeroth and the first multiplexed 
optical signals, the zeroth splitter/multiplexer 123(0) produces a zeroth double multiplexed signal of the zeroth and the 
first wavelength groups X G(0) and X G(1) at its zeroth output waveguide 131(0). Supplied with the fourth multiplexed 

5 optical signal, the first splitter/multiplexer 123(1) produces a first "double multiplexed" signal of the fourth wavelength 
group X G(4) at its output waveguide 131(0). 

These double multiplexed signals of the wavelength group X G(0) and X G(1) and the double multiplexed signal of 
the fourth wavelength group X G(4) are supplied to the zeroth to the third optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). 
among which the first to the third exchange parts 75(1 ) to 75(3) do not allow the double multiplexed signal of the zeroth, 

io the first, and the fourth wavelength groups to pass therethrough because none of the semiconductor optical amplifiers 
83 is switched on therein. Only in the zeroth exchange part 75(0), the zeroth, the first, and the fourth optical amplifiers 
83(0), 83(1). and 83(4) are switched on according to intermediate destinations of the zeroth and the first optical com- 
biners 85(0) and 85(1 ) to respectively produce the zeroth and the first exchanged signals at the zeroth and the first out- 
put ports 87(0) and 87(1 ) with the wavelength groups X G(0). X G(1 ), and X G(4) and with the wavelength groups X G(0) 

15 and ?. G(1 ) combined in the zeroth and the first exchanged signals. 

With structures of the type depicted in Fig. 25, th zeroth and the first multiplexed optical signal receivers 1 73(0) and 
1 73(1 ) are supplied respectively with the zeroth and the first exchanged signals. In the zeroth multiplexed optical signal 
receiver 1 73(0), optical signals of the wavelengths in the zeroth, the first, and the fourth wavelength group are received 
by the optical receivers 91 of the zeroth, the first, and the fourth receiver groups, respectively From the optical receivers 

20 91(0) to 91(7) and 91(16) to 91(19) (not shown), the reproductions of the component transmission signals are stored 
together with the final destinations of the first, the zeroth. and again the zeroth receiving nodes R1 , R0, and R0 respec- 
tively in the zeroth, the first, and the fourth (not shown) memory units 177(0), 177(1), and 177(4) as zeroth, first, and 
fourth contents. In the first multiplexed optical signal receiver 1 73(1), optical signals of the wavelengths in the zeroth and 
the first wavelength groups are received by the optical receivers 91 of the zeroth and the first receiver groups, respec- 

25 tively. From these optical receivers of the first multiplexed optical signal receiver 1 73(1 ), the reproduction of the compo- 
nent transmission signals are stored together with their respective final destinations of the first and the zeroth receiving 
nodes R1 and R0 respectively in the zeroth and the first memory units 177(0) and 177(1) as zeroth and first contents 
of the first multiplexed optical signal receiver 1 73(1). It should be noted in connection with the foregoing that the mem- 
ory units 177 of the zeroth to the fifteenth multiplexed optical signal receivers 173 respectively store their contents orig- 

30 inating at the transmitting nodes T which are numbered with ordinal numbers in one-to-one correspondence to the 
ordinal numbers of the memory units 177. 

On delivering such contents of the multiplexed optical signal receivers 173 to, in the example being illustrated, the 
zeroth and the first receiving nodes R0 and R1 respectively as the zeroth and the first reception signals, it is understood 
that the zeroth contents of the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical signal receivers 173(0) and 173(1) are directed to 

35 the first receiving node R1 and originate at the zeroth transmitting node TO in common and that no arbitration is neces- 
sary Consequently, the zeroth contents are delivered at once to the first receiving node R1. Similarly, no arbitration is 
necessary between the first contents of the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical receivers 173(0) and 1 73(1). In con- 
trast, such first contents and the fourth content are directed in common to the zeroth receiving node R0 and individually 
originate at different sources. Therefore, the arbitration is settled among the first and the fourth contents to supply in 

40 succession the first and the fourth contents to the zeroth receiving node R0. 

In Figs. 24 and 25, the optical network is theoretically equivalent to four optical networks, each of which is illustrated 
with reference to Figs. 14 and 15. Therefore, this optical network again is an optical crossbar network in principle, is of 
the completely nonlocking type, and is easily controlled because each multiplexed electric signal is transmitted there- 
through uniquely from any one of the transmitting nodes T to any selected one of the receiving nodes R. Furthermore, 

45 the optical network has an exchange capacity which is four times as great as that achieved by the optical network 
described in connection with Figs. 14 and 15. 

In addition, this optical network is of the output buffered type and is therefore capable of raising the throughput 
beyond the theoretical restriction imposed on an input buffered optical network. In the optical network being illustrated, 
the number of necessary semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 is equal to sixty-four only in the exchange parts 75(0) to 

so 75(3) and only a quarter of the number of the optical amplifiers 83 indispensable for an optical network which would be 
implemented by using the structure of Fig. 4 to realize a sixteen by sixteen switching network. 

Referring to Fig. 26. an optical network is according to a ninth preferred embodiment of this invention. Use is made, 
like in Fig. 24, of the sixty-four wavelengths X 0 to X 63 grouped into the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelength groups X G(0) 
to X G(15), each consisting of four wavelengths. The primary zeroth to third optical crossbar exchange parts 97(0) to 

55 97(3) are substituted for the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123(0) to 123(3) which are used in Fig. 24. 

In Fig. 26, it will be presumed again that the zeroth. the first, and the fourth transmitting nodes TO, T1 . and T4 are 
concurrently transmitting the zeroth, the first, and the fourth multiplexed electric signals with their final destinations 
selected respectively at the first, the zeroth. and again the zeroth receiving nodes R1 , R0, and R0. As before, each mul-. 
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tiplexed electric signal consists of four component transmission signals. In the optical network the component trans- 
mission signals of the zeroth multiplexed electric signal are produced by the zeroth multiplexed optical signal transmitter 
i aS JT 6 Z8 ? th multi P |exed OP*' 03 ' s '9nal which has the zeroth wavelength group A. G(0) and in which wavelength 
multiplexed are the component optical signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3 as indicated by the legends. Similarly, the 
hist and the fourth multiplexed optical transmitters 151(1) and 151(4) respectively produce the first and the fourth mul- 
tiplexed optical signals of the first and the fourth wavelength groups X G(1) and X G(4). 

Taking Fig. 5 into consideration, the zeroth and the fourth semiconductor optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(4) are 
switched on m the primary zeroth optical crossbar exchange part 97(0) in compliance with the intermediate destination 
which is the zeroth wavelength multiplexer 99(0). The zeroth and the first multiplexed optical signals are therefore pro- 
duced at the zeroth output port 87(0) as the primary zeroth exchanged signal in which the wavelength groups X (0) and 
X (1) are further mult.plexed. In the primary first exchange part 97(1), the zeroth optical amplifier 83(0) alone is switched 
on according to the intermediate destination of its zeroth wavelength muttiplexer 99(0) to produce at its zeroth output 
port 87(0) the primary first exchanged signal in which "further multiplexed" is only the fourth wavelength group X G(4) 

With attention directed to Fig. 3, the primary zeroth and first exchanged signals are delivered respectively through 
the zeroth and the first input ports 79(0) and 79(1) to the secondary zeroth exchange part 75(0). In this exchange part 
75(0^ the zeroth, the first, and the fourth optical amplifiers 83(0). 83(1), and 83(4) are rendered on according to the 
zeroth and the first receiving nodes R0 and R1 , to which respectively assigned are its zeroth and first output ports 87(0) 
and 87(1). Consequently, the further multiplexed wavelength groups X G{0) and X G(1) and the "further multiplexed- 
wavelength group G(4) are combined in the zeroth and the first optical combiners 85(0) and 85(1) to be delivered to 
their zeroth and f .rst output ports 87(0) and 87(1 ) as the secondary zeroth and first exchanged signals in which respec- 
tively combined are the further multiplexed wavelength group X G(0), X G(1). and X G(4) and the further multiplexed 
wavelength group >. G(0) and a G(1 ). 

With attention ejected actional I y to Fig. 25. the secondary zeroth and first exchanged signals are delivered to the 
zeroth ana I the f. rst murtpJexed optical signal receivers 173(0) and 173(1). respectively, and are demultiplexed by their 
wavelength demuftptewrs respectively into a first plurality of the demultiplexed signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3 or 
the zeroth wavelength group /. G<0) of the wavelengths X 4 to X 7 or the first wavelength group X G(1 ). and of the wave- 
lengths X 16 to /. 19 or the fourth wavelength group X G(4) and a second plurality of the demultiplexed signals of the 
wavelengths X 0 to >. 3 or the zeroth wavelength group X G(0) and of the wavelengths A. 4 to A. 7 or the first wavelength 
group X G(l). In the zeroth multiplexed optical signal receiver 173(0). the demultiplexed signals of the zeroth the first 
and the fourth wavelength groups are stored, after converted to the reproductions of the zeroth. the first and the fourth 
multiplexed electric signals, respectively in the zeroth, the first, and the fourth memory units 1 77(0) 1 77(1 ) and 1 77(4) 
(not shown) together with their destinations of the first, the zeroth. and again the zeroth receiving nodes R1 R0 and 
R0 as the zeroth, the f rst. and the fourth contents. The first multiplexed optical signals of the zeroth and the first wave- 
ength groups are respectively stored, after conversion to the reproductions and together with their destinations of the 
first and the zeroth receiving nodes R1 and R0, in the zeroth and the first memory units 1 77(0) and 1 77(1) as the zeroth 
and the first contents. 

i ™^ f ° r thS ZSr0th receivin9 node R0 - the f irst contents of the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical signal receivers 
1 73(0) and 1 73(1 ) need not the arbitration. However, the arbitration is necessary between the first and the fourth con- 
tents. According to results of the arbitration, the first and the fourth contents are delivered in succession to the zeroth 
receiving node R0. As for the first receiving node Rl . no arbitration is necessary between the zeroth and the first mul- 
tiplexed optical signal receivers 173(0) and 173(1) as regards their zeroth contents, which may therefore be delivered 
to the first receiving node R 1 , while being stored in their zeroth memory units 1 77(0) provided that the final destination 
precedes in each of the zeroth contents. 

In Fig. 26. the optical network is theoretically equivalent to four optical networks of the type described in conjunction 
with Fig. 16. As a consequence, this optical network is again an optical crossbar network in practice. That is to say. the 
optical network is completely nonblocking and is readily controlled because the transmission path therethrough of each 
multiplexed electric signal is unambiguously determined from any one of the transmitting nodes T to any selected one 
of the receiving nodes R. Despite similar in structure to the optical network of Fig. 16 as regards its exchange facility, 
the optical network of Fig. 26 has an exchange capacity which is four times as great as that of the optical network of 
Fig. 16. In addition, the optical network being illustrated is an output buffered one like the optical network of Fig 4 and 
is capable of achieving the throughput which is beyond the theoretical restriction of an input buffered optical exchange 
network in which it is necessary to keep the multiplexed electric signal or signals buffered on the side of the transmitting 
nodes T depending on the circumstances. 

In the optical network being illustrated, the primary optical crossbar exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) are substituted 
for the splitter/multiplexers 123(0) to 123(3) used in the optical network of Fig. 24. In contrast to an optical power loss 
of at least 6 dB in each optical splitter 127 of each splitter/multiplexer 123 of Fig. 8, it is possible by the use of the pri- 
mary exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) to make each optical amplifier 83 have a gain. This provides a technical advantage 
of giving a large margin to optical power to each receiver input signal for the opticai amplifiers 91 used in the multiplexed 
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optical signal receivers 173. 

In contrast to the splitter/multiplexer 123 which produces its output signal with all the sixteen wavelengths of the 
zeroth to the third wavelength groups, each primary exchanged signal of the primary exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) is 
of only necessary wavelength group or groups and prevents the optical amplifiers 83 from being saturated in the sec- 

5 ondary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). 

In contrast to the sequential order which is necessary in Fig. 19 for due operation of the wavelength group demul- 
tiplexer 1 61 , it is unnecessary for the optical network of Fig. 26 that the sixty-four wavelengths should be arranged in a 
sequential order because the wavelengths may be arranged in any order for the wavelength demultiplexer 175 used in 
Fig. 25 in place of the wavelength group demultiplexer 161 . As for the semicondutor optical amplifiers 83 necessary in 

w the optical network, the number is equal to sixty-four in the primary exchange parts 97(0) to 97(3) and also sixty-four in 
the secondary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) and equal in total to one hundred and twenty-eight. This total is only a half 
of two hundred and fifty-six which total is indispensable when a sixteen by sixteen optical exchange network is imple- 
mented with the structure of Fig. 4. 

Referring now to Fig. 27, the description will proceed to an optical network according to a tenth preferred embodi- 

15 ment of this invention. In Fig. 27, each of the primary first and second predetermined integers P and Q is equal to four. 
The secondary first and second integers U and V are equal respectively to four and one. The ternary predetermined 
integer S is equal to one. 

Like in Fig. 8, the optical network is for use between the zeroth to the fifteenth transmitting nodes TO to T1 5 for pro- 
ducing the zeroth to the fifteenth transmission signals, respectively, and the zeroth to the fifteenth receiving nodes R0 
20 to R15 for respectively receiving the zeroth to the fifteenth reception signals into which the zeroth to the fifteenth trans- 
mission signals are selectively exchanged. The optical network comprises the zeroth to the fifteenth optical transmitters 
(TX) 71(0) to 71(15). the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123(0) to 123(3), zeroth to third wavelength selecting 
crossbar exchange parts (SEL X-BAR) 1 79(0) to 1 79(3) or 1 79, and the zeroth to the fifteenth optical receivers 91 (0) to 
91(15). 

25 Turning to Fig. 28 during a short while, each wavelength selecting crossbar exchange part 179 comprise a semi- 
conductor substrate which may again be the semiconductor substrate 77 and on which formed are. like in Figs. 3 and 
5, the zeroth to the third input ports 79(0) to 79(3), the zeroth to the third optical splitters 81(0) to 81(3) connected 
respectively to the zeroth to the third input ports 79. and the zeroth to the third output ports 87(0) to 87(3). Instead of 
the optical combiners 85 and the wavelength multiplexers 99, zeroth to third optical combiners 181(0) to 181(3) or 181 

so are connected respectively to the zeroth to the third output ports 87. Each optical combiner 181 is a little different from 
the wavelength multiplexer 99 or 143 described in conjunction with Fig. 10 in the manner which will presently be 
described. 

Connected in Fig. 28 respectively to the zeroth to the third optical splitters 81 are zeroth to third, fourth to seventh, 
eighth to eleventh, and twelfth to fifteenth input semiconductor amplifiers 183(0) to 183(3), 183(4) to 183(7), 183(8) to 

35 183(1 1), and 183(12) to 183(15) or 183 which are not different from the semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 used in 
Figs. 3 and 5 and will hereafter be referred to simply as input amplifiers 183. Connected respectively to the zeroth to 
the third optical combiners 181 are zeroth to third, fourth to seventh, eighth to eleventh, and twelfth to fifteenth output 
(semiconductor optical) amplifiers 185(0) to 185(3), 185(4) to 185(7), 185(8) to 185(1 1), and 185(12) to 185(15) or 185 
which are not different from the semiconductor optical amplifiers 141 used in Fig. 10. A combination of such four output 

40 amplifiers 185 and the optical combiner 1 81 connected thereto is therefore operable as one of the optical selectors 135 
of Fig. 10 that lacks the wavelength demultiplexer 139. 

Between the input and the output amplifiers 183 and 185 used in Fig. 28 are zeroth to third wavelength routers 
187(0) to 187(3) or 187. each of which is of the arrayed waveguide grating type is operable as each optical combiner 
85 and the wavelength demultiplexer 139 described in connection with Figs. 3 and 10, respectively, and consequently 

45 has zeroth to third input ports iO to i3 and zeroth to third output ports oO to o3. Such input ports of the zeroth to the third 
wavelength routers 187 are crosswise connected to the zeroth to the fifteenth input amplifiers 183 through intermediate 
waveguides which are similar to those used in Figs. 3 and 5. The zeroth to the third wavelength routers 187 are con- 
nected at their output ports to the zeroth to the fifteenth output amplifiers 185. 

Further turning to Fig. 29 with Fig. 28 continuously referred to, the optical combiner 181 comprises the semicon- 

so ductor substrate 77 on which formed are zeroth to third single-mode input waveguides 189(0) to 189(3) or 189 con- 
nected respectively to the zeroth to the third output ports oO to o3 of one of the zeroth to the third wavelength routers 
1 87 through output amplifiers 1 85 and multimode output waveguide 1 91 which are connected to the zeroth to the third 
input waveguides 189 and as a bundle to a pertinent one of the output ports 87 of the wavelength selecting crossbar 
exchange part 1 79. In contrast to the wavelength multiplexer 1 43 used in Fig. 1 0 and supplied with optical inputs of def- 

55 inite wavelengths to produce an optical output in which the definite wavelengths are multiplexed, the optical combiner 
1 81 has no wavelength selectivity and is supplied with optical inputs of case-dependent wavelengths to supply the out- 
put port 87 in question with an optical output of a combination of the case-dependent wavelengths, which may vary at 
times depending on the circumstances. 
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amnS^TE? 9S ' J^? ' * ' S understood «*« a combination of each optical combiner 181 and four of the output 
SET ,1 1 r C0 "" ected ^f^ 0 serves as an optical selector which is similar to the optical selector 135 illustrated with 
a Z eXC6Pt wa « tan * h demultiplexer 139. Each wavelength router 187 is operable more parT 
ularly as follows. When supplied at each of the input ports iO to i3 with a port input of, for example^ wavelength™ 
to X 3. he wavelength router 187 produces, at the output ports oO to o3. port outputs which have oulput wavelengths 

polt fo e 3 arran ^ ' ndiCated in fo " OWin9 Tab ' e 1 aCCOrclin9 38 input iS de,ivered to "«* of *• "S 
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More particularly, it will be assumed in Table 1 that the port input is supplied to the zeroth input port iO with the 
wavelengths X 0 to X 3. In this case, the wavelength router 187 produces a zeroth port output at the zeroth oulput port 
oO with the wavelength of X 0. When supplied with the port input of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3 at the first input port ° 
chan^w^nX Pr0dUC&S * * ^ P ° rt OUtput at 2eroth outDut P° rt o0 with •»« wavelengths as Cyclically 

Q . ' nFi9 28 : * he ; ° ptical , network has v 3 " 0 " 8 technical merits. It may be pointed out in the optical network of Figs 3 
and 8 in principle that each optical combiner 85 of each of the secondary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) introduces ah 
optical power loss of 3 dB on combining two optical signals into one. The loss is therefore equal at least to 6 dB in a 
signal combination of four to one. In contrast, each wavelength router 1 87 give rise to theoretically no loss in its equiv- 
alent component of the optical combiner 85 described before. Therefore, a total power loss amounts at most to 2 dB in 
the optical network of F.g. 28 even though losses may be included which inevitably arise in the waveguide themselves 
and their coupling. It may be temporarily surmised in each optical combiner 181 that the output waveguides 191 were 
single-mode waveguides. In this event, an optical power loss of 3 dB would theoretically be unavoidable in each two-to- 
one signal combination and consequently the loss of at most 6 dB in a four-to-one combination. In contrast the multi- 
mode waveguides 191 do not introduce a combination loss in theory. When the losses in the waveguides themselves 
and their coupling are taken into account, an optical power loss in the wavelength combiners 181 is at most 1 dB and 
is substantially equal to that of the wavelength multiplexers 143 which are of the type described in connection with Fig 
wJlSnnthff^ l t he °P tica ' se,ectors 135 ° f RO. 8. Furthermore, it is possible with each optical combiner 181 of no 
wavelength selectivity to combine with no problem the optical inputs delivered to one of its input ports with wavelengths 
which may vary from case to case. a 

It is now clearly understood that each wavelength selecting crossbar exchange part 1 79 is operable as a mixture 
in Fig. 8. of one of the secondary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) and four of the optical selectors 135 connected thereto' 
J^ 5 a ". opt ' c 0 al po * er ,oss of at least 6 dB stable the optical combiners 85 of Fig. 3 and makes it possible 
to provide , in Fig. 28 a sufficient optical power to each receiver input signal of the optical receivers 91 even when the 
optical network ,s of a large scale. In other respects, the optical network of Fig. 28 is operable in complete equivalent to 
tnat of riQ. 8. 

Referring to Fig. 30. an optical network is according to an eleventh preferred embodiment of this invention Herein 
each of the primary first and second predetermined integer P and Q is equal to four. In this optical network the primary 
iS^T P T S 97( ? t< L 9?(3) ^ substituted in the °P« cal network of Fig. 27 for the splitter/multiplexers 123(0) to 
InrS W °, ■ t ^ e u wavelen 9 tn selectin 9 crossbar exchange parts 179(0) to 179(3) are used in the optical net- 

Zll 2= ™ T f S ^ 0ndarv exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). As a consequence, it is possible with the optical 
i^TTh? X" 9 6 ° PtiCal P° Wer ' OSS is unavoida °'e in the network of Fig. 13 and amounts to at 

east 6 dB. This again makes it possible to provide in Fig. 30 a sufficient optical power to each receiver input signal of 
the optical receivers 91 however great a scale the optical network may have. 

Referring to Fig 31. an optical network is according to a twelfth preferred embodiment of this invention. For this 
optical network each of the primary first and second predetermined integers P and Q is equal to four. Each of the sec- 
ondaryfirst and second predetermined integers U and V is equal also to four. The sixteen wavelengths X 0 to X 15 are 
grouped into the zeroth to the third wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(3). The ternary predetermined integer S is equal 
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to four. 

Turning to Fig. 32 for a short while, it should first be noted that the optical network of Fig. 31 is similar in structure 
and operation to that illustrated with reference to Fig. 17. In this optical network, the wavelength selecting crossbar 
exchange parts 1 79 are operable as four combinations of the primary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) and the first to the 

£ fifteen router-selectors 155. In Fig. 32, each wavelength selecting crossbar exchange part 179 is, however, a little dif- 
ferent from that described with reference to Fig. 28 although so referred to. More particularly, each exchange input sig- 
nal is delivered, like in Fig. 17, to one of the input ports 79(0) to 79(3) as a wavelength group combined signal of the 
zeroth to the third wavelength groups X G. The wavelength routers 187 will now be referred to as primary routers 187. 
Instead of the optical combiners 181, used are secondary zeroth to third wavelength routers or secondary routers 

to 193(0) to 193(3) or 193. each having zeroth to third input ports and zeroth to third output ports which will be indicated 
by the reference symbols iO to i3 and oO to o3 used also for each primary router 187. The input ports of the secondary 
routers 1 93 are connected to the first to the fifteenth output amplif iers 1 85. The output ports of each secondary router 
193 are connected respectively to four component ports of one of the output ports 87(0) to 87(3). 

In Fig. 32, each primary router 1 87 is arrayed waveguide grating type and is operable as follows. Inasmuch supplied 

rs now with the port input of a combination of the wavelength groups X G at the zeroth to the third input ports as a primary 
port input, the primary router 189 produces at its output ports oO to o3 primary port outputs which have the output wave- 
length groups cyclically rearranged as indicated in the following Table 2 according as which of the input ports iO to i3 is 
supplied with the port input. 

20 

Table 2 



Output Wavelength Group 






00 


o1 


o2 


03 


Input 


iO 


XG(0) 


XG(1) 


XG(2) 


XG(3) 




il 


*G(1) 


XG{2) 


XG(3) 


XG(0) 




i2 


XG{2) 


XG(3) 


XG(0) 


*G(t) 




i3 


A.G(3) 


XG(0) 


XG(1) 


XG(2) 



More specifically, it will be assumed in Table 2 that the primary port input is delivered to the zeroth input port iO with 
the wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(3). In this event, the primary router 187 produces at the zeroth output port oO a 
primary zeroth port output of the wavelength group a, G(0). When supplied with the primary port input of the wavelength 

35 groups X G(0) to X G(3) at the first input port i1 . the primary router 1 87 produces at the zeroth output port oO a primary 
first port output of the wavelength group X G(1), which is a cyclically rearranged wavelength group. 

Each secondary router 1 93 is again of the arrayed waveguide grating type and is operable as follows. It should be 
noted in connection with the secondary routers 1 93 that the primary routers 1 87 deliver their primary port outputs of the 
rearranged wavelength groups through some conducting amplifiers 1 85(c) of the output amplifiers 1 85 to corresponding 

40 ones of the input ports of the secondary routers 193 that are connected to the conducting amplifiers 185(c). A combi- 
nation of each secondary router 193 and four of the output amplifiers 185 connected thereto is operable as the router- 
selector 155 which is described in conjunction with Fig. 19 and does not include the wavelength group demultiplexer 
161 . Consequently, the secondary router 193 is operable with a wavelength selectivity to route the wavelength groups 
X G(0) to X G(3) to its output ports oO to o3 with the routed group X rG. In this manner, each secondary router 1 93 routes 

45 a secondary port input supplied to each of the input ports iO to i3 with the cyclically rearranged signal group to its output 
ports oO to o3 as secondary port outputs with the routed groups X. rG(0) to X rG(3) as indicated in the following Table 3. 



Table 3 



Output Wavelength Group 






oO 


o1 


o2 


o3 


Input 


iO 


XrG(O) 


X rG(1) 


XrG(2) 


X rG(3) 




il 


XrG(1) 


X rG(2) 


XrG(3) 


X rG(0) 




i2 


X.rG(2) 


X rG(3) 


XrG(Q) 


3lrG(1) 




i3 


XxG(Z) 


X rG(0) 


XrG(l) 


X rG(2) 
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It is shown in Table 3 that each secondary router 193 produces the secondary port outputs at the output ports oO 
to o3, respectively, with the routed groups X rG when a specific input port i(s) of the input ports iO to i3 is supplied with 
the secondary port input of whichever of the cyclically rearranged wavelength groups. For example, it will be assumed 
that the zeroth input port iO is used as the selected input port i(s) and supplied with the secondary port input of wave- 
length group X G(0). In this event, the secondary router 193 produces at its outputs oO to o3 the secondary port outputs 
of the wavelength X 0, X 1 , X 2, and X 3, respectively 

In the manner described with reference to Figs. 31 and 32, an additive optical power loss of at most 4 dB results 
from each of the primary routers 1 87 and one of the secondary routers 193 that is supplied with the primary port output 
as the secondary port input through one of the conducting amplifiers 1 85(c). This optical power loss is clearly less than 
the optical power loss which amounts to at least 6 dB and is inevitable in each optical combiner 85 of the secondary 
exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) used in Fig. 1 7. It is therefore possible with the optical network of Figs. 31 and 32 to avoid 
the power loss of at most 6 dB and to give a sufficient optical power, even when this optical network has a large scale, 
to the receiver input signal of each of the optical receivers 91 which are used in the optical receiver arrays 1 57 depicted 
in Fig. 25. In other respects, the optical network is operable like that illustrated with reference to Fig. 17. 

Referring to Fig. 33, an optical network is according to a thirteenth preferred embodiment of this invention. Uke in 
the optical network of Fig. 23, each of the primary first and second integers P and Q is equal to four. Each of the sec- 
ondary first and second integers U and V is equal to four. The ternary predetermined integer S is equal to four. This 
optical network is similar in structure and operation to a mixture of those described with reference to Figs. 23 and 31. 
In other words, the zeroth to the fifteenth multiplexed optical transmitters 151 are used. The so-called wavelength 
20 selecting crossbar exchange parts 1 79 of the structure of Fig. 32 are used. 

It should be noted in Fig. 33 that each wavelength selecting crossbar exchange part 1 79 is substituted for a com- 
bination, used in Fig. 23, of each of the secondary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3) and four of the optical selector 155 
that are connected to this each of the secondary exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). It is therefore possible to avoid the opti- 
cal power loss of at least 6 dB inevitable in the optical combiner 85 used in each of the secondary exchange parts 75(0) 
to 75(3) and to give a sufficient optical power to the receiver input signal of each optical receiver 69 used in the optical 
receiver array 1 57. In other respects, the optical network of Fig. 33 is operable like that described with reference to Fia 
23. 

Referring now to Fig. 34. the description will proceed to an optical network according to a fourteenth preferred 
embodiment of this invention. This optical network is similar to that illustrated with reference to Fig. 8. Each of the pri- 
mary first and second predetermined integers P and Q is equal to four. The secondary predetermined integer M is also 
equal to four. The ternary predetermined integer S is equal to one. 

In Fig. 34, the input connections 73 (Fig. 4 and other drawing figures) consist of the zeroth to the third wavelength 
demultiplexers 99(0) to 99(3) or 99 which are described in conjunction with Fig. 6 and have the input waveguides 101 , 
sixteen in total, connected respectively to the zeroth to the fifteenth optical transmitters 71 and the zeroth to the third 
output waveguides 109(0). In the manner which will presently be described, a ternary optical crossbar exchange (X- 
BAR SWITCH) 195 has zeroth to third input ports iO to i3 or i connected respectively to the zeroth to the third output 
waveguides 109 and zeroth to fifteenth output ports oO to o15 or 196. Like in Fig. 8, the zeroth to the fifteenth optical 
selectors 135 are used and are connected respectively to the output ports 196. Furthermore, the zeroth to the fifteenth 
optical receivers 91 are connected respectively to the zeroth to the fifteenth optical selectors 135. 

Turning to Fig. 35 during a short while, the ternary crossbar exchange 195 comprises a semiconductor substrate 
which is designated by the reference numeral 77 and on which formed are the zeroth to the third input ports or 
waveguides iO to i3 and zeroth to third optical switches (OPT SW) 197(0) to 197(3) or 197, each having an input con- 
nected to one of the input ports iO to i3 and sixteen outputs as will be illustrated in the following. Such sixteen outputs 
of each optical switch 197 are connected to each of four inputs which each of zeroth to fifteenth optical combiners 85(0) 
to 85(1 5) or 85 has. These optical combiners 85 are not different from the optical combiners 85 described in connection 
with Fig. 3 except for the number of inputs of each optical combiner 85 and are connected respectively to the zeroth to 
the fifteenth output ports 196. 

Further turning to Fig. 36 with Figs. 34 and 35 additionally referred to, each optical switch 197 comprises an optical 
splitter (SPLIT) 1 99 which is similar to the optical splitter 81 of Fig. 3. This optical splitter 199 is supplied with an optical 
splitter input through one of the input ports iO to i3 that is now indicated by the reference letter i. Its sixteen split optical 
outputs are supplied respectively to zeroth to fifteenth semiconductor optical amplifiers which are designated by the ref- 
erence numerals 83(0) to 83(15) or 83 connected as depicted in Fig. 35 to each of the optical combiners 85. When one 
alone of the semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 of the ternary exchange 1 95 is rendered on, an exchange input signal 
of a pertinent one of the zeroth to the third input ports iO to i3 is exchanged into an exchanged signal delivered to one 
of the zeroth to the fifteenth output ports 1 96 that is connected to this one alone of the optical amplifiers 83 through one 
of the optical combiners 85 as a selected output port. When a plurality of the optical amplifiers 83 are rendered on, the 
ternary exchange 195 exchanges some exchange input signals supplied to one or more of the input ports iO to i3 con- 
nected thereto through one or more of the optical splitters, such as 199, into exchanged signals produced at one or 
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more of the output ports 1 96 that is or are connected to the optical amplifiers 83 under consideration as similar selected 
output port or ports through one or more of the optical combiners 85. 

In this manner in Figs. 34 to 36. the ternary optical crossbar exchange 195 is capable oi exchanging the exchange 
input signals into a single exchanged signal produced at the selected port connected to one of the optical combiners 85 

£ that is connected to the optical amplifiers 83 connected to different ones of the input ports iO to i3 through pertinent ones 
of the optical splitters 199 and selectively switched on. The ternary exchange 195 is furthermore capable of exchanging 
an exchange input signal to a plurality of exchanged signals produced concurrently at the selected output ports with this 
exchange input signal supplied to an arbitrary one of the input ports iO to i3 provided that switched selectively on are 
some of the optical amplifiers 83 that are connected to the selected output ports through interposed ones of the optical 

w combiners 85 and to the input port i in question through an intervening one of the optical splitters 199. In each 
exchanged signal, combined are the wavelengths which the optical signals respectively have and are multiplexed in 
each exchange input signal. 

It will be assumed in Figs. 34 to 36 as before that the zeroth and the first transmitting nodes TO and T1 are simul- 
taneously transmitting zeroth and first electric transmission signals with their final destinations set respectively at the 

is first and the zeroth receiving nodes R1 and RO. The optical transmitters 71 are grouped into primary to quaternary 
transmitter groups, each consisting of four optical transmitters 71(0) to 71(3), 71(4) to 71(7), 71(8) to 71(1 1). or 71(12) 
to 71(15) and assigned with zeroth to third wavelengths X 0 to X 3. Supplied from the zeroth transmitting node TO with 
the zeroth transmission signal, the zeroth optical transmitter 71(0) delivers a zeroth optical signal to the zeroth wave- 
length multiplexer 99(0) with the zeroth wavelength X 0 as indicated by a legend. Responsive to the first transmission 

20 signal delivered from the first transmitting node T1 , the first optical transmitter 71(1) supplies also the zeroth wavelength 
multiplexer 99(0) with a first optical signal of the first wavelength X 1 as indicated by another legend. The zeroth wave- 
length multiplexer 99(0) supplies the ternary optical crossbar exchange 195 at its zeroth input port iO with a zeroth 
exchange input signal in which the zeroth and the first wavelengths are multiplexed. In the ternary exchange 195, 
switched on according to intermediate destinations of the first and the zeroth output ports o1 and oO are the zeroth and 

25 the first optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1) connected to the zeroth input port iO through the zeroth optical splitter 197 
and to the zeroth and the first output ports oO and o1 respectively through the zeroth and the first optical combiners 
85(0) and 85(1). Consequently, the ternary exchange 195 supplies the zeroth and the first optical selectors 135(0) and 
135(1) respectively with zeroth and first exchanged signals in which "combined" are only the first wavelength alone and 
the zeroth wavelength alone in compliance with the intermediate destination and which are delivered respectively to the 

30 zeroth and the first optical selectors 135(0) and 135(1). Supplied with the zeroth exchanged signal, in which the zeroth 
optical signal of the first wavelength may be combined with like optical signals, the zeroth optical selector 135(0) sup- 
plies the zeroth optical receiver 91(0) with a zeroth receiver input signal of the first wavelength which is selected from 
the zeroth to the third wavelengths by the first optical amplifier 141(1) rendered on according to the final destination. 
Similarly selecting the zeroth wavelength among the zeroth to the third wavelengths by the zeroth optical amplifier 

35 141(0) switched on according to the final destination which is the zeroth receiving node R0. the first optical selector 
1 35(1 ) supplies the first optical receiver 91(1) with a first receiver input signal of the zeroth wavelength. As a result, the 
zeroth and the first receiving nodes R0 and R1 are respectively supplied with zeroth and first electric reception signals 
which are respectively derived from the first and the zeroth transmission signals transmitted as the first and the zeroth 
optical signals on the first and the zeroth wavelengths. 

40 It is possible with the optical network of Fig. 34 to carry out multicast. For example, the zeroth and the first optical 
amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1) of the zeroth optical switch 157(0) are switched on together with the zeroth optical amplifiers 
141(0) of the zeroth and the first optical selectors 135(0) and 135(1). This enables the multicast of the zeroth transmis- 
sion signal concurrently to the zeroth and the first receiving modes R0 and R1 . 

In Figs. 34 to 36, the optical network is theoretically an optical crossbar network. In other words, this optical network 

45 is of a completely nonlocking type and is readily controlled because each transmission route of an electric transmis- 
sion signal is uniquely determined from an arbitrary one of the transmitting nodes T to a selected one of the receiving 
nodes R. 

Referring to Fig. 37, an optical network is according to a fifteenth preferred embodiment of this invention. Each of 
the primary first and second predetermined integers P and Q is equal to four. The secondary predetermined integer M 

50 is equal to fifteen. The zeroth to the fifteenth optical signals are produced by the zeroth to the fifteenth optical transmit- 
ters 71 with the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelengths X 0 to X 15 as indicated by the legends. Like in Fig. 34, use is made 
of the zeroth to the third wavelength multiplexers 99 and the ternary optical crossbar exchange 195 having the zeroth 
to the third input ports iO to i3 or i and the zeroth to the fifteenth output ports oO to o1 5 or 196. Like in Fig. 14, the zeroth 
to the fifteenth multiplexed optical signal receivers 147 are connected to the ternary exchange 195 at its output ports 

55 196. 

Supplied with the zeroth to the fifteenth optical signals of the wavelengths X 0 to X 15, the zeroth to the third wave- 
length multiplexers 99 respectively produce the zeroth to the third wavelength multiplexed signals in which multiplexed 
are the wavelengths X 0 to X, 3, the wavelengths X 4 to X 7, the wavelengths X 8 to X 1 1 , and the wavelengths X 12 to X 
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1 5. At the zeroth to the fifteenth output ports 1 96, the ternary exchange 1 95 produces respectively the zeroth to the fif- 
teenth exchanged signals, in each of which multiplexed are four wavelengths X 0 to X 3, X 4 to X 7, X 8 to A. 11 , or X 12 
to X 1 5. As described in connection with Fig. 15, each wavelength multiplexed signal receiver 1 47 corrprises the zeroth 
to the fifteenth optical receivers 91 and the zeroth to the fifteenth memory units 69. 

In Fig. 37, it will be assumed that the zeroth, the first, and the fourth transmitting nodes TO, T1 , and T4 are simul- 
taneously transmitting their electric transmission signals with the first, the zeroth, and also the zeroth receiving nodes 
R1, RO, and RO selected as the final destinations. The zeroth transmission signal is converted by the zeroth optical 
transmitter 91(0) into the zeroth optical signal of the zeroth wavelength. Likewise, the first transmission signal is con- 
verted to the first optical signal of the first wavelength. The zeroth wavelength multiplexer 99(0) produces the zeroth 
wavelength multiplexed signal in which multiplexed are the zeroth and the first wavelengths. The fourth transmission 
signal is converted by the fourth optical transmitter 91(4) to the fourth optical signal of the fourth wavelength. The first 
wavelength multiplexer 99(1) produces the first wavelength multiplexed signal in which "multiplexed" is only the fourth 
wavelength. 

Supplied with the zeroth wavelength multiplexed signal at the zeroth input port iO and with the first wavelength mul- 
tiplexed signal at the first input port i1 , only the zeroth and the first optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1) of the zeroth optical 
switch 197(0) (Fig. 35) and only the zeroth optical amplifier 83(0) of the first optical switch 197(1) are switched on 
according to the intermediate destinations of the output ports oO and ol , respectively. The ternary exchange 195 there- 
fore produces respectively at the output ports oO and ol the zeroth and the first exchanged signals in which multiplexed 
are the wavelengths X 0, X 1 , and X 4 and the wavelengths X 0 and X 1 . In response to the zeroth exchanged signal the 
wavelength demultiplexer 149 (Fig. 15) of the zeroth multiplexed optical receiver 147(0) directs the receiver input'sig- 
nals of the wavelengths X 0, X 1 , and X 4 respectively to the zeroth, the first, and the fourth optical receivers 91 (0), 91(1), 
and 91(4) connected thereto. Responsive to the first exchanged signal, the wavelength demultiplexer 149 of the first 
multiplexed optical signal receiver 147(1) delivers the receiver input signals of the wavelengths X 0 and X 1 respectively 
to the zeroth and the first optical receivers 91(0) and 91(1) connected thereto. 

Connected to these optical receivers 91 (0), 91 (1), and 91 (4) in the zeroth multiplexed optical signal receiver 1 47(0) 
the zeroth, the first, and the fourth memory units 69(0). 69(1), and 69(4) respectively store their contents. Similarly, the 
zeroth and the first memory units 69(0) and 69(1) respectively store their contents in the first multiplexed optical signal 
receiver 147(1). In the manner described in conjunction with Figs. 14 and 15, no arbitration is necessary between the 
contents of the zeroth memory units of the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical signal receivers 147(0) and 147(1). 
These contents are collectively delivered to the first receiving node R1 as the first electric reception signal. After settling 
the arbitration, the contents of the first memory units 69(1) of the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical receivers 147(0) 
and 1 47(1 ) and the content of the fourth memory unit 69(4) of the zeroth multiplexed optical signal receiver 1 47(0) are 
supplied in succession to the zeroth receiving node R0. 

Referring to Fig. 38, an optical network is according to a sixteenth preferred embodiment of this invention. For the 
optical network being illustrated, each of the primary first and second predetermined integers P and Q is equal to four. 
The secondary predetermined integer M is equal to sixteen. The ternary predetermined integer S is equal also to four. 
As in Fig. 17, sixteen wavelengths are grouped into the zeroth to the third wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(3) or X G. 
In this optical network, the zeroth to the third wavelength multiplexers 99 and the ternary optical crossbar exchange 1 95 
are substituted for a combination, used in Fig. 17, of the zeroth to the third splitter/multiplexers 123 and the zeroth to 
the third secondary optical crossbar exchange parts 75(0) to 75(3). 

The quadruple electric transmission signal of each transmitting node T is converted by a correspondingly num- 
bered one of the multiplexed optical signal transmitters 151 to a four-wavelength optical signal of a pertinent one of the 
wavelength groups XGas indicated by the legends X 0 to X 3 or the like. In the multiplexed optical signal transmitter 
1 51 , each multiplexer 1 53 should have in Fig. 6 a wider wavelength range to deal with the four wavelength groups X G 
instead of only the four wavelengths. Each of the router-selector 155 is operable as described in connection with Figs. 
1 9 to 21 . More particularly, each router-selector 1 55 is supplied with an input signal with one or more wavelength group 
and supplies its zeroth to third routed waveguides 167 in general with the zeroth to the third routed groups X rG in 
accordance with switch on and off of the optical amplifiers 163. Each optical receiver array 157 comprises its zeroth to 
third optical receivers 91 connected to the zeroth to the third routed waveguides 167. 

In Fig. 38, it will be assumed that the zeroth and the first transmitting nodes TO and T1 are concurrently transmitting 
the zeroth and the first electric multiplexed transmission signals respectively with the first and the zeroth nodes R1 and 
R0 selected as their final destinations. The zeroth and the first electric multiplexed signals are converted by the zeroth 
and the first multiplexed optical signal transmitters 1 51 (0) and 1 51 (1 ) to the zeroth and thefirst optical signals and deliv- 
ered to the zeroth wavelength multiplexer 99(0) with the wavelength groups X G(0) and X G(1). The zeroth wavelength 
multiplexer 99(0) produces the zeroth multiplexed signal as the zeroth exchange input signal in which the zeroth and 
the first wavelength groups are multiplexed. 

In the ternary exchange 195, only the zeroth and the first optical amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1) are switched on in the 
zeroth optical switch 197(0) alone in accordance with the intermediate destinations of the zeroth and the first output 
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ports oO and o1. The ternary exchange 195 therefore produces the zeroth and the first exchanged signals, in each of 
which the zeroth and the first wavelength groups X G(0) and X G(1) are combined. In the zeroth router-selector 155(0), 
the first optical amplifier 163(1) alone is switched on. The router 165 supplies the optical receivers 91 of the zeroth opti- 
cal receiver array 157(0) respectively with the receiver input signals of the wavelengths X 4 to X 7. In the first router- 

c selector 155(1), the zeroth optical amplifier 163(0) alone is switched on. The router 165 supplies the optical receivers 
91 of the first optical receiver array 157(1) respectively wrth the receiver input signals of the wavelengths X0 to X. 3. The 
zeroth and the first optical receiver arrays 157(0) and 157(1) respectively supply the zeroth receiving node R0 with an 
electric reproduction of the first multiplexed transmission signal and the first receiving node Rl with another electric 
reproduction of the zeroth multiplexed transmission signal. 

w In the manner similar to that described in connection with Fig. 34, it is possible with the optical network of Fig. 38 
to carry out the multicast. Furthermore, the optical network is theoretically an optical crossbar network and easy to con- 
trol because of the unique decision of each transmission route from an arbitrary one of the transmitting nodes T to any 
one of the receiving nodes R. 

The optical network has a large exchange capacity which is four times as great as that achieved by a sixteen by 

15 sixteen optical exchange network implemented in accordance with a conventional structure of Fig. 2. The number of the 
optical amplifiers 83 and 163 are equal to sixty-four in the ternary exchange 195 and also sixty-four in the zeroth to the 
fifteenth router-selectors 155. The total of one hundred and twenty-eight is only a half of a total number of two hundred 
and fifty-six for the semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 indispensable on implementing a sixteen by sixteen exchange 
network with the structure of Fig. 2. 

20 Referring to Fig. 39, an optical network is according to a seventeenth preferred embodiment of this invention. For 
the optical network, each of the primary first and second predetermined integers P and Q and the secondary second 
predetermined integer V is equal to four. The secondary second predetermined integer U is equal to sixteen. The ter- 
nary predetermined integer S is equal to four. In the optical network being illustrated, the zeroth to the fifteenth multi- 
plexed optical signal receivers 1 73 (Figs. 24 and 25) are substituted for a combination, used in Fig. 38. of the router- 

25 selectors 1 55 and the multiplexed optical signal receivers 1 57. The zeroth to the sixty-third wavelengths X 0 to X 63 are 
grouped into the zeroth to the fifteenth wavelength groups X G(0) to A, G( 1 5), which are assigned respectively to the mul- 
tiplexed optical signal transmitters 151 . 

In Fig. 39, it will be assumed as before that the zeroth, the first, and the fourth transmitting nodes TO. T1 . and T4 
are concurrently transmitting quadruple multiplexed electric transmission signals with their final destinations selected 

30 respectively at the first, the zeroth, and also the zeroth receiving nodes R1 , R0, and R0. Produced at the zeroth and the 
first transmitting nodes TO and T1, the zeroth and the first quadruple multiplexed electric transmission signals are 
respectively converted by the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical signal transmitters 151(0) and 151(1) for supply in 
common to the zeroth wavelength multiplexer 99(0) with the zeroth and the first quadruple multiplexed optical signals 
of the zeroth and the first wavelength groups X G (0) and X G(1 ) as indicated by the legends representative of the wave- 

35 lengths X 0 to X 3 and X 4 to X 7. For delivery to the first wavelength multiplexer 99(1 ), fourth quadruple multiplexed opti- 
cal signal of the fourth wavelength group X G(4) is produced by the fourth multiplexed optical signal transmitter 151(4) 
in response to the fourth quadruple multiplexed electric signal. The zeroth and the first wavelength multiplexers 99(0) 
and 99(1) respectively produce the zeroth and the first wavelength multiplexed signals in which multiplexed are the 
zeroth and the first wavelength groups X G(0) and X G(1) and only the fourth wavelength group X G(4), respectively. 

40 At the ternary optical crossbar exchange 195, the zeroth and the first wavelength multiplexed signals are supplied 
respectively to the zeroth and the first input ports iO and i 1 . In the zeroth and the first optical switches 1 97(0) and 1 97( 1 ) 
(Fig. 35) connected respectively to the zeroth and the first input ports iO and i1. only the zeroth and the first optical 
amplifiers 83(0) and 83(1) (Fig. 36) and the zeroth optical amplifier 83(0) alone are switched on according respectively 
to the intermediate destinations of the zeroth and the first output ports oO and o1 . The ternary exchange 195 therefore 

45 supplies the zeroth and the first output ports oO and o1 respectively with the zeroth and the first exchange signals in 
which combined respectively are the zeroth, the first, and the fourth wavelength groups X G(0), X G(1), and X G(4) and 
only the zeroth and the first wavelength groups X G(0) and X G(1 ). 

Supplied with the zeroth exchanged signal, the zeroth multiplexed optical signal receiver 173(0) (Figs. 39 and 25) 
delivers the receiver input signals of the wavelengths in the zeroth, the first, and the fourth wavelength groups respec- 

50 tively to the optical receivers 91 (0) to 91 (3), 91 (4) to 91 (7) , and 91 (16) to 91 (1 9) included therein. Supplied with the first 
exchanged signal, the first multiplexed optical signal receiver 173(1) supplies the receiver input signals of the wave- 
lengths in the zeroth and the first wavelength groups respectively to the optical receivers 91(0) and 91(1) included 
therein. In the zeroth multiplexed optical signal receiver 1 73(0) depicted in detail in Fig. 25. the zeroth, the first, and the 
fourth memory units 177(0). 177(1), and 177(4) respectively store their contents in which the first, the zeroth, and also 

55 the zeroth receiving nodes R1 . R0, and R0 are indicated as the final destinations. Similarly in the first multiplexed optical 
signal receiver 173(1), the zeroth and the first memory units 177(0) and 177(1) respectively store their contents includ- 
ing the final destinations of the first and the zeroth receiving nodes R1 and R0. Originating in common at the zeroth 
transmitting node TO, the contents of the zeroth memory units 177(0) of the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical sig- 
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nal receivers 173(0) and 173(1) do not conflict with each other. It is therefore possible to deliver these contents imme- 
diately as the first quadruple reception signal to the first receiving node R1 even while being stored in the zeroth 
memory units 1 77(0) of the zeroth and the first multiplexed signal receivers 1 73(0) and 1 73(1 ) provided that indications 
of the final destination precede in the respective contents. According to the arbitration, the contents of the first memory 
units 177(1) of the zeroth and the first multiplexed optical receivers 173(0) and 173(1) and of the fourth memory unit 
1 77(4) are delivered in succession as the zeroth quadruple multiplexed electric reception signal to the zeroth receiving 
node R0. 

With the optical network being illustrated, it is possible to deal with the multicast exemplified in conjunction with 
Figs. 34 to 36. This optical network is again an optical crossbar network in theory. In addition, the optical network is of 
a completely nonblocking type and is readily controlled because a propagation route is uniquely determined for each 
multiplexed electric transmission signal from one of the transmitting nodes T to an arbitrary selected one of the receiv- 
ing nodes R. 

In Fig. 39, the optical network has an exchanging capacity which is four times as great as that of the optical network 
illustrated with reference to Fig. 37 although their structures are equivalent to each other. Furthermore, this optical net- 
15 work is of the output buffered type in which the electric transmission signals are never kept waiting on the input side and 
for which the throughput is not limited to the theoretical restriction of the input buffered optical network. The number of 
the semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 is equal to sixty-four in the ternary optical crossbar exchange 195 alone and in 
equal to only a quarter of two hundred and fifty-six in total which is indispensable when a sixteen by sixteen network is 
simplemented according to the structure of Fig. 2. 
20 Referring to Fig. 40, an optical network is according to an eighteenth preferred embodiment of this invention. For 

the optical network, the primary first and second predetermined integers P and Q are equal to four. The secondary pre- 
determined integer M is equal to four. In this optical network, use is made of a quaternary or wavelength selecting opti- 
cal crossbar exchange (X-BAR SWITCH) 201 of the type of the wavelength selecting exchange 1 79 of Fig. 27 instead 
of a combination, used in Fig. 34, of the ternary exchange 1 95 and the optical selectors 135. 
25 Turning to Fig. 41 for a short while, the quaternary exchange 201 comprises a semiconductor substrate, such as 
77, on which formed are zeroth to third input ports iO to i3 or i connected respectively to the zeroth to the third wave- 
length multiplexers 99 and zeroth to fifteenth output ports oO to o15 or 196. On the semiconductor substrate 77, addi- 
tionally formed are zeroth to third optical switches 197, each equivalent to that of Fig. 35 to have sixteen outputs, and 
zeroth to fifteenth optical router/selectors (R/SEL) 203(0) to 203(1 5) or 203 which are connected respectively to the out- 
put ports 196 and each of which has four inputs connected respectively to the optical switch 197. 

Further turning to Fig. 42 with Fig. 40 additionally referred to, each optical router/selector 203 comprises a wave- 
length router 205 which is similar to the wavelength router 187 of Fig. 28 to have four inputs iO to i3 connected respec- 
tively to the zeroth to the third optical switches 197 and four outputs oO to o3. The four outputs oO to o3 are respectively 
connected to zeroth to third semiconductor amplifiers which correspond to those depicted in Fig. 28 and will therefore 
be designated by the reference numerals 1 85(0) to 1 85(3) or 1 85. The optical amplifiers 1 85 are connected respectively 
to four inputs of the optical combiner 1 81 which is not different from that described in connection with Fig. 29 and is con- 
nected to one of the output ports 196. Like the wavelength router 187 of Fig. 28, the wavelength router 205 is supplied 
with a multiplexed optical input of the wavelengths X 0 to X 3 at one of the four inputs iO to i3 and produces at the four 
outputs oO to o3 the optical outputs with cyclically rearranged wavelength. This one of the four inputs depends on one 
40 of the optical switches 197 that is supplied with one of the wavelength multiplexed signals from the zeroth to the third 
wavelength multiplexers 99. In each optical router/selector 203, the wavelength router 205 is operable in the manner 
listed in Table 1 given before. 

Reviewing Figs. 40 to 42, it is understood that the quaternary exchange 201 is operable like a combination, used 
in Fig. 34, of the ternary exchange 1 95 and the zeroth to the fifteenth optical selectors 135. In each optical combiner 85 
45 of Fig. 35, an optical power loss of 3 dB takes theoretically place whenever two optical signals are subjected to two-to- 
one combination into an optical signal. An optical power loss of at least 6 dB is unavoidable in four-to-one combination. 
In contrast, such an optical power loss is absent in principle in the wavelength router 205 and amounts at most to only 
2 dB even with attention directed to losses in the waveguides, such as 189 and 191 of Fig. 29, in themselves and their 
coupling. The quaternary exchange 201 consequently makes it easy to given a sufficient optical power to each receiver 
so input signal of the optical receivers 91 . In other respects, the optical network of Fig. 40 is operable like that of Fig. 34. 

Referring to Fig. 43, an optical network is according to a ninteenth preferred embodiment of this invention. For this 
optical network, each of the primary first and second predetermined integer P and Q and the secondary first and sec- 
ond predetermined integers U and V is equal to four. This optical network is a mixture of the optical networks illustrated 
with reference to Figs. 13 and 27. More particularly, each transmitter group consists of four optical transmitters 71. 
which are respectively assigned with the zeroth to the third wavelength X 0 to X 3. The zeroth to the third wavelength 
selecting crossbar which parts 1 79 of Fig. 27 is substituted for a combination of the primary optical crossbar exchange 
parts 75(0) to 75(39 of Fig. 13 and the optical selectors 135. 

It is consequently possible in Fig. 43 to avoid the optical power loss unavoidable in each optical combiner 85 of Fig. 
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3 used in each secondary exchange part 75 of Fig. 13. In particular, this optical network makes it readily possible to 
suppress an optical power loss in the wavelength selector 181 used as shown in Fig. 28 in each wavelength selecting 
part 1 79 and to give a suff icierrt optical power to the receiver input signal of each optical receiver 91 even in an optical 
network of a large scale, in other respects, the optical network of Fig. 43 is operable like that described in conjunction 
5 with Fig. 13. 

Referring to Fig. 44, the description will proceed to an optical network according to a twentieth preferred embodi- 
ment of this invention. For this optical network each of the primary first and second predetermined integers P and Q and 
the secondary first and second predetermined integers U and V is equal to four. The ternary predetermined integer S 
is equal to four. The sixteen wavelength X 0 to X 15 are grouped into the zeroth to the third wavelength groups X G(0) 

io to X G(3) or X G. The optical network is therefore similar to that illustrated with reference to Fig. 31 except for a combi- 
nation of the splitter/multiplexers 123 and the wavelength selecting optical crossbar exchange 179 is changed, like in 
Fig. 38 into a combination of the zeroth to the third wavelength multiplexers 99(0) to 99(3) and a quinary optical crossbar 
exchange (X-BAR SWITCH) 207 having, like the quaternary exchange 195 of Fig. 34, the zeroth to the third input ports 
iO to i3 or i and the zeroth to the fifteenth output ports oO to o1 5 or 1 96. 

is Turning to Fig. 45 for a short while, the quinary exchange 207 is similar in structure to the exchange 195 of Fig. 35 
or 41 and comprises the semiconductor substrate 77 on which the zeroth to the third optical switches 197(0) to 197(3) 
are formed, each optical switch 197 having sixteen switch outputs. Use is made, however, instead of the combiners 85 
of Fig. 35. of zeroth to frfteenth wavelength router/selectors (RSEL) 209(0) to 209(15) or 209 having selector outputs 
connected to the output ports 1 96, respectively. Like the router/selector 203 described in conjunction with Fig. 41 , each 

20 router/selector 209 has zeroth to third selector inputs connected respectively to the zeroth to the third optical switches 
197 at their switch outputs wt*ch respectively correspond to the zeroth to the frfteenth router/selectors 209. 

Further turning to Fig 46 with Figs. 44 and 45 additionally referred to, each router/selector 209 is similar in structure 
to the router /selector 203 rtustrated with reference to Fig. 42. In Fig. 46. the router 205 of Fig. 42 is formed on the sem- 
iconductor substrate 77 and will be referred to as a primary router 205. A secondary router 21 1 is similar to the router 

25 193 of Fig. 32 and has zeroth to third secondary router outputs which are used collectively as one of the output ports 

1 96 and are connected respectively to inputs of zeroth to fifteenth optical receiver array 1 57 described with reference - ^ 

to Fig. 22. f 
It is understood tn Figs 44 to 46 that each primary router is operable as listed in Table 2 given before and that each : ~ 

secondary router 21 1 is operable in the manner listed in Table 3 given also before. In Figs. 34 and 38, an optical power ^ 

30 loss of at most 6 dB rs inevitable in each optical combiners 85 of optical crosbar exchange 197. In contrast, the com- 
biner/selectors 209 indrvKiually give an optical power loss of at most 4 dB to each exchanged signal in the manner dis- 
cussed in connection with Fig. 32. As a consequence, the quinary exchange 207 is operable as a combination of a 
quaternary exchange 195 and the router/selectors 155 of Fig. 38 and is despite possible to give a sufficient optical g 
power to each receiver input signals for the optical receivers 91 used in the receiver arrays 157 of the type illustrated T 

35 with reference to Fig 22 In other respects, the illustrated optical network is operable as described in connection with # 
the optical receiver of Fig 38. * 

Reviewing Figs. 3 to 46 with Figs. 1 and 2 taken into consideration, it should be known to optionally divide the pri- 
mary and the secondary predetermined integers N and M. Similarly possible to divide the primary and the secondary 
first and second predetermined integers P, Q, U, and V and the ternary predetermined integer S provided that products 

40 of P and Q and of U and V are equal respective to N and M and that the wavelengths of the second predetermined inte- 
ger M in number may be divided by the ternary predetermined integer S into a plurality of wavelength groups X G, such 
as the wavelength groups X G(0) to X G(4) or X G(0) to X G(1 5). Each of the secondary second integer V and the ternary 
predetermined integer S may be equal to only one provided that each* electric transmission signal is not a multiplexed 
transmission signal and accordingly that the optical transmitters 71 are used rather than the multiplexed optical signal 

45 transmitters 151. 

Furthermore, each of the primary to the quinary optical crossbar exchanges or their parts 97, 75, 1 95, and 207 and 
the wavelength selecting optical crossbar exchanges 179 of Figs. 27 and 31 may not be formed on the semiconductor 
substrate 77 but on a substrate of silicon, polymer, lithium niobate, or the like. Each of the exchanges 75, 97, 1 79, 195, 
and 207 may not be an optical crossbar exchange of a splitter/combiner type but may be an optical crossbar exchange 
so of any one of a directional coupler type, a Mach-Zehnder type, and a mechanical type, in which use is made of an elec- 
tro-optical effect, an acoustic-optical effect, or a temperature-optical effect. 

Similarly, each of the demultiplexers and the multiplexers 99. 111, and others may not be formed on the semicon- 
ductor substrate 77 but on a substrate of silicon or polymer. For example, silica arrayed waveguide grating device, fab- 
ricated on silicon substrate, is applicable. Each of such demultiplexers and the multiplexers may not be of the arrayed 
55 waveguide grating type but may be either demultiplexers and multiplexers, each including a diffraction grating of a dif- 
ferent type, or an optical fitter of any one of a Fabry-Perot type, an acoustic-optical effect type, and an interferometer 
type. 

Similarly, each of the semiconductor optical amplifiers 83, 163, and others may be either an optical modulator of 
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electro-absorption type or an amplifier made of an erbium doped optical fiber. Alternatively, it is possible to use a Mach- 
Zehnder optical switch, a mechanical optical switch, or a liquid crystal optical switch. 

In addition, the optical transmitter, such as 71 or 151, and each optical crossbar exchange, such as 75, 97, 179, 
195, and 207, may not be interconnected by an optical fiber but by a optical waveguide formed on a substrate of the 
above-exemplified material other than a semiconductor material. It is possible to optionally select the wavelength except 
for the wavelengths, such as X 0 to X 1 5, which must be selected in a predetermined order, as for use in the optical net- 
work described in connection with Figs. 17 and 20. 

In Figs. 8, 13, 17, 23, 34, 38, and 45, each optical or wavelength selector 135, 155, or 209 may be formed on a 
substrate of silicon, polymer, or lithium niobate. Alternatively, wavelength multiplexer of such an optical or wavelength 
selector may be an optical coupler. As a further alternative, it is possible to use a wavelength tunable optical filter, such 
as a Fabry-Perot optical filter, acoustic-optic filter, or a wavelength tunable interference filter. 

In Figs. 8. 1 4, 17, 24, 27, and 31 , each splitter/multiplexer 1 23 need not be of the type described in connection with 
these drawing figures. For example, it is possible to use a star coupler exemplified in conjunction with Fig. 17. 

In Figs. 1 4, 16, 24, 26, 37, and 39, each combiner 85 in the secondary optical crossbar exchange parts 75 or of the 
quaternary optical crossbar exchange 195 is supplied at its input waveguides or ports with optical signals of different 
wavelengths. It is therefore possible to use the optical multiplexer 99 of the arrayed waveguide grating type for each 
combiner 85 and thereby to get rid of the optical loss inevitable in the combiner 85. 

In Figs. 27, 40, and 43, each of the wavelength selecting optical crossbar switch 179 and the quaternary optical 
crossbar exchange 201 comprises optical switches, each composed of the optical amplifiers 1 85 and a multiplexer 1 81 . 
Each optical switch may be composed directional coupler optical switches or Mach-Zehnder optical switches which are 
tree-connected. In each of these multiplexers 181, it is possible to substitute single-mode optical waveguides for the 
multimode optical waveguides 191 although the before-mentioned optical loss of 3 dB is unavoidable in each two-to- 
one coupling. It is possible to use as the optical crossbar exchanges 75, 95, 195, and 207 or the optical selectors 135, 
1 55, and 209 either an integrated device or discrete devices formed on a silicon or a semiconductor substrate such as 

25 77. 

With each of the optical networks of Figs. 4, 8. 13, 14, 16, 17. 23. 24, 26. 27, 31, 38. 37, 39. 44, and the like, it is 
possible to carry out the multicast in the manner described in conjunction with Figs. 34, 38. and 39. It is. however, nec- 
essary that the primary optical crossbar exchange 97 should be capable of, in this case, exchanging an exchange input 
signal concurrently into two or more exchanged signals. 

Each of the optical networks of Figs. 8, 13, 14, 16, 17, 23, 24, 26, 27,30, 31, and 33, has a salient feature of mod- 
ularity. More particularly, it is possible to form a transmitter module by four of the optical transmitters 71 and the primary 
optical crossbar exchange 75 or one of its parts 133 connected thereto. Alternatively, it is possible to form a receiver 
module by each secondary optical crossbar exchange part 75 and four multiplexed optical signal receivers 151 con- 
nected thereto. This makes it possible to readily adapt the optical network to a desired scale by merely increasing the 
number of pairs of the transmitter and the receiver modules. 

The optical networks described with reference to Figs. 4, 14, 16, 24, 26, 37, and 39, are of the output buffered type. 
Such being the case, it is made possible with this invention to raise the throughput beyond the theoretical restriction of 
58.670. 

According to the optical networks illustrated with reference to Figs. 3 and 5 to 46, it is possible to decrease an 
amount of hardware in comparison to the conventional optical networks of Figs. 1 and 2 and thereby to provide an opti- 
cal network which is compact and low cost. For example, it will be assumed that an optical network is established 
according to Fig. 8. When sixteen wavelengths are used to provide a 1,024 by 1,024 network, the number of indispen- 
sable semiconductor optical amplifiers 83 and 1 41 is equal to 65,536 for the secondary optical crossbar exchange parts 
75 and 16,384 for the optical selectors. The total amounts to 81,920. This total is in markedly less than a similar total 
indispensable with a conventional optical network which may be of the structure of Fig. 1 and in which the total amounts 
as great as 1 ,048,576. The indispensable number is reduced to one-thirteenth with this invention. 

With the optical networks of Figs. 17, 23, 24, 26, 31, 33, 38, 39, and 44, it is possible to increase an exchange 
capacity with the number of optical gate switches, such as 83 and 141 kept constant. For example, the optical network 
of Fig. 17 will be compared with that of Fig. 8. Furthermore, the number of the transmitting nodes T and consequently 
so that of the receiving nodes R will be assumed equal to that of the optical or multiplexed optical signal transmitters 91 or 
1 51 and that digital signals are exchanged by the optical networks. When a unit bit rate per one wavelength is 1 0 Gb/s 
in Fig. 8, an input and output bit rate per node T or R is also 10 Gb/s. The exchange capacity is equal to 160 Gb/s for 
the whole optical network of Fig. 8. In contrast, the input and output bit rate is 40 Gb/s in Fig. 1 7. The exchange capacity 
amounts to 640 Gb/s with the whole optical network of Fig. 17 and to four times that achieved with the whole optical 
55 network of Fig. 8. 

It is possible to use modules in composing each of the optical networks of Figs. 8, 13, 14, 16, 17, 23, 26, 27, 30, 
31 , and 33. This makes it possible readily by a module pair to enlarge or reduce the scale of each optical network, to 
reduce the cost, to facilitate mounting, and to simplify maintenance. 
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With the optical networks of Figs. 13. 16. 23. 26, 30, and 33. it is possible to enlarge a power margin of the receiver 
input signal of each optical receiver 91 in comparison with each of the optical networks of Figs. 8. 14, 17, 24, 27, and 
31 . In contrast, each of the optical networks of latter drawing figures need a less number of the semiconductor optical 
amplifiers and is compact and of low cost in comparison with each of the optical networks of former drawing figures. It 

5 is also possible to enlarge the power margin with the optical networks of Figs. 27, 30, 31 , 33, 40. and 44 and to readily 
provide an optical network of a larger scale. For example, the quaternary optical crossbar exchange 201 gives rise in 
Fig. 40 to an optical power loss which is about 6 dB less than that results from a combination, in Fig. 34, of the ternary 
optical crossbar exchange 195 and each optical selector 135. 

With the optical networks of Figs. 4, 8, 14, 17. 24, 27, 31 , 37, 38, 39, 40, 44, and the like, it is possible to carry out 

io the multicast. Incidentally, it makes the optical crossbar exchanges 75, 97, 1 79, 1 95, 201 , and 207 contribute to the mul- 
ticast because it is possible to exchange various exchange input signals of different wavelength or different wavelength 
groups into an exchanged signal at one alone of their output ports and to prevent such exchanged signals from conflict- 
ing with one another. With each of these optical crossbar exchanges, it is additionally possible to contribute to xthe 
capability of multicast because it is possible to exchange an exchange input signal simultaneously into a plurality of 

75 exchanged signals. 

Claims 

1 . An optical network including N optical transmitters (71 ) for respectively producing optical signals of N wavelengths 
20 and N 2 optical receivers (91 ) for respectively receiving receiver input signals, where N represents a predetermined 

integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 

an optical crossbar exchange (97) having N input ports (79) connected respectively to said optical transmitters 
and N output ports (87) for exchanging the optical signals produced by n transmitters of said optical transmit- 

25 ters and supplied to different ones of said input ports as exchange input signals of different wavelengths of said 

N wavelengths into an exchanged signal at one of said output ports with said different wavelengths multiplexed, 
where n represents an integer decided in accordance with a request between one and N, both inclusive: 
N wavelength demultiplexers (111) connected respectively to said output ports and having N 2 output 
waveguides (121) connected respectively to said optical receivers with each wavelength demultiplexer made 

30 to have N waveguides of said output waveguides and to demultiplex said exchanged signal into n receiver input 

signals of said receiver input signals, said n receiver input signals being respectively produced with said differ- 
ent wavelengths on n waveguides of said N waveguides to make said optical receivers produce n output elec- 
tric signals; and 

N 2 memory units (69) connected respectively to said optical receivers for storing said output electric signals as 
35 n contents and producing one of said contents as a reception signal by arbitrating among said contents in 

accordance with said request. 

2. An optical network including P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q optical transmitters (71) for respectively 
producing optical signals of Q wavelengths, and PQ optical receivers (91) for respectively receiving receiver input 

40 signals, where P represents a first predetermined integer which is not less than two, Q representing a second pre- 
determined integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 

P wavelength multiplexers (99) supplied with the optical signals from said transmitter groups to produce a plu- 
rality of multiplexed signals, each with a multiplexed wavelength in which said wavelengths are multiplexed; 

45 an optical crossbar exchange ( 1 95) having P input ports (i) and PQ output ports ( 1 96) with said input ports con- 

nected respectively to said wavelength multiplexers for exchanging p multiplexed signals of said multiplexed 
signals into a plurality of exchanged signals to produce said exchanged signals concurrently respectively at q 
ports of said output ports, in each exchanged signal said wavelengths being combined, where p and q repre- 
sent integers decided in accordance with a request respectively between one and P, both inclusive, and one 

so and Q, both inclusive; and 

PQ optical Selectors (1 35) respectively having PQ inputs (1 37) connected to said output ports and PQ outputs 
(145) connected to said optical receivers with said inputs supplied with said exchanged signals for selecting q 
input signals of said receiver input signals, said q input signals respectively selected from the Q wavelengths 
combined in each exchanged signal and making said optical receivers produce q reception signals. 

55 

3. An optical network including P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q optical transmitters (71) for respectively 
producing optical signals of Q wavelengths, and PQ optical receivers (91) for respectively receiving receiver input 
signals, where P represents a first predetermined integer which is not less than two, Q representing a second pre- 
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determined integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 

P splitter/multiplexers (123), each supplied with the optical signals from one of said transmitter groups to pro- 
duce Q multiplexed signals with said wavelengths multiplexed in each multiplexed signal; 
Q optical crossbar exchanges (75) having PQ input ports (79) and PQ output ports (87) with P input ports con- 
nected respectively to said splitter/multiplexers and P output ports had by each crossbar exchange for 
exchanging each multiplexed signal of q wavelengths of said Q wavelengths into a plurality of exchanged sig- 
nals respectively produced at p ports of said P output ports with said q wavelengths combined in each 
exchanged signal, where p and q respectively represent integers decided in accordance with a request 
between one and P, both inclusive, and between one and Q, both inclusive; and 

PQ optical selectors (1 35) respectively having PQ inputs (1 37) connected to said PQ output ports and PQ out- 
puts (145) connected to said optical receivers with p inputs of said PQ inputs supplied respectively with said 
exchanged signals for selecting among said receiver input signals q input signals respectively making said opti- 
cal receivers produce q reception signals. 

4. An optical network including P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q optical transmitters (71) for respectively 
producing optical signals of Q wavelengths, and PQ optical receivers (91) for respectively receiving receiver input 
signals, where P represents a first predetermined integer which is not less than two, Q representing a second pre- 
determined integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 

P primary optcal crowbar exchanges (97) having PQ primary input ports (79) and PQ primary output ports 
(87) wtth Q primary rput ports connected to one of said transmitter groups and Q primary output ports had by 
each primary optical crossbar exchange for exchanging a plurality of the optical signals respectively supplied 
to q ports of sa<j PQ pnmary input ports with q wavelengths of said Q wavelengths into an exchanged signal 
produced at one of sari PQ primary output ports with said q wavelengths multiplexed, where q represents an 
integer deoded m accordance with a request between one and Q, both inclusive; 

Q secondary optical crossbar exchanges (75) having PQ secondary input ports (79) and PQ secondary output 
ports (87) with P secondary input ports connected respectively to P primary output ports and P secondary out- 
put ports had by eac* secondary optical crossbar exchange for exchanging the exchanged signal supplied to 
one of said PQ secondary input ports into a plurality of exchanged signals produced respectively at p ports of 
said PQ secondary output ports with said q wavelength combined in each of said exchanged signals, where p 
represents an integer decided in accordance with said request between one and P, both inclusive; and 
PQ optical selectors (135) respectively having PQ inputs (137) connected respectively to said PQ secondary 
output ports and PQ outputs (145) connected to said optical receivers with p inputs of said PQ inputs supplied 
respectively with said exchanged signals for selecting among said receiver input signals q input signals of said 
receiver input signals, said q input signals combined in each of said exchanged signals and to make said opti- 
cal receivers produce q reception signals. 

5. An optical network including P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q optical transmitters (71), and P 2 Q 2 optical 
receivers (91) for respectively receiving receiver input signals, the optical transmitters of said transmitter groups 
being for respectively transmitting optical signals of PQ wavelengths, where P represents a first predetermined inte- 
ger which is not less than two, Q representing a second predetermined integer which is not less than two, charac- 
terized by: 

P wavelength multiplexers (99) for respectively multiplexing said optical signals into P multiplexed signals with 
Q wavelengths of said PQ wavelengths multiplexed in each multiplexed signal; 

an optical crossbar exchange (195) having P input ports (i) supplied respectively with said multiplexed signals 
as P exchange input signals and PQ output ports (196) for exchanging the exchange input signals supplied 
respectively to p ports of said input ports into an exchanged signal produced at one port of said output ports 
with the wavelengths of said exchange input signals combined and one exchange input signal of said P 
exchange input signal into a plurality of exchanged signals produced respectively at p ports of said output ports 
with the wavelengths of said exchange input signal combined, where p represents an integer decided in 
accordance with a request between one and R both inclusive; 

PQ demultiplexers (149) respectively having PQ inputs connected to said output ports and P 2 Q 2 outputs con- 
nected to said optical receivers with p inputs of said PQ inputs supplied respectively with said exchanged sig- 
nals for demultiplexing each of said exchanged signals into q input signals of said receiver input signals, said 
q input signals made to respectively have the q wavelengths selected from said PQ wavelengths and combined 
in each of said exchange input signals and to make said optical receivers produce pq receiver output signals, 
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where q represents an integer decided in accordance with said request between one and Q, both inclusive; 
and 

P 2 Q 2 memory units (69) connected respectively to said P 2 Q 2 outputs for storing said pq receiver output signals 
as pq contents and producing q contents as q reception signals at a time after arbitration among said pq con- 
tents in accordance with said request. 

6. An optical network including P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q optical transmitters (71), and P 2 Q 2 optical 
receivers (91) for respectively receiving receiver input signals, the optical transmitters of said transmitter groups 
being for respectively transmitting optical signals of PQ wavelengths, where P represents a first predetermined inte- 
ger which is not less than two, Q representing a second predetermined integer which is not less than two, charac- 
terised by: 

P splitter/multiplexers (123) connected respectively to said transmitter groups, each splitter/multiplexer being 
for splitting the optical signals of the optical transmitters of one of said transmitter groups to produce Q multi- 
plexed signals with the Q wavelengths multiplexed in each multiplexed signal; 

Q optical crossbar exchanges (75) having PQ input ports (79) and PQ output ports (87) with P input ports con- 
nected respectively to said splitter/multiplexers and P output ports had by each crossbar exchange for 
exchanging p multiplexed signals respectively supplied to p ports of said PQ input ports with q wavelengths of 
said PQ wavelengths multiplexed in each of said p multiplexed signals into an exchanged signal produced at 
one of said PQ output ports with said q wavelengths combined and furthermore each of the multiplexed signals 
supplied to said P input ports of one of said crossbar exchanges into p exchanged signals respectively pro- 
duced at p ports of the Q output ports of the above-mentioned one of said crossbar exchanges with said q 
wavelengths combined in each of said p exchanged signals, where p and q respectively represent integers 
decided in accordance with a request between one and P, both inclusive, and between one and Q, both inclu- 
sive; 

PQ demultiplexers (149) respectively having PQ inputs connected to said PQ output ports and P 2 Q 2 outputs 
connected to said optical receivers for demultiplexing each of said exchanged signals into q wavelength demul- 
tiplexed signals respectively having said q wavelengths to produce pq wavelength demultiplexed signals for 
use as, among said receiver input signals, pq receiver input signals in making said optical receiver produce pq 
output electric signals; and 

P 2 Q 2 memory units (69) connected respectively to said P 2 Qp outputs for storing said pq receiver output signals 
as pq contents and producing q contents as q reception signals at a time after arbitrating among said pq con- 
tents in accordance with said request. 

7. An optical network comprising PQ optical transmitters (71 ) assigned with PQ wavelengths for respectively transmit- 
ting optical signals of different wavelengths, where each of P and Q represents an integer which is not less than 
two, characterised by: 

P primary optical crossbar exchanges (97) each of which has Q input ports (79) and Q output ports (87) and 
which are supplied, when said PQ optical transmitters are grouped into P transmitter groups, each consisting 
of Q optical transmitters, with a plurality of optical signals transmitted from said transmitter groups and are for 
exchanging a plurality of optical signals supplied to different ones of the input ports of said primary optical 
crossbar exchanges into a primary exchanged signal produced at one of the output ports of said primary opti- 
cal crossbar exchanges with the wavelengths of the last-mentioned optical signals multiplexed; 
Q secondary optical crossbar exchanges (75), each having P input ports (79) and P output ports (87), supplied 
with P primary exchanged signals from said primary optical crossbar exchanges for exchanging some of a plu- 
rality of the primary exchanged signals supplied respectively to different ones of the input ports of said second- 
ary optical crossbar exchanges into a secondary exchanged signal produced at one of the output ports of said 
secondary optical crossbar exchanges with the wavelengths of said some of primary exchanged signals com- 
bined and furthermore each primary exchanged signal into a plurality of secondary exchanged signals pro- 
duced respectively at different ones of the output ports of said secondary optical crossbar exchanges with the 
wavelengths of said each primary exchanged signals combined in each of said secondary exchanged signals; 
PQ demultiplexers (149) responsive to said secondary exchanged signals for producing a plurality of wave- 
length demultiplexed signals at their PQ output waveguides with the wavelengths of each of said secondary 
exchanged signals wavelength demultiplex ; 

P 2 Q 2 optical receivers (91 ) for converting said wavelength demultiplexed signals respectively to electric output 
signals; and 

P 2 Q 2 memory units (69) for storing said electric output signals to produce at least one reception signal that is 
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selected from said electric output signals upon request. 

8. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed optical signal transmitters 
(151) and assigned with Q wavelength groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for transmitting multiplexed opti- 
cal signals of different wavelength groups, where each of P, Q, and S represents an integer which is not less than 
two, characterised by: 

P multiplexers (99) for further wavelength multiplexing Q multiplexed optical signals of each of said transmitter 
groups to respectively produce multiplexer output signals; 

an optical crossbar exchange (195) having P input ports (i) and PQ output ports (196) and supplied with said 
multiplexer output signals as exchange input signals for exchanging each exchange input signal into a plurality 
of exchanged signals produced at different ones of said output ports with one of the further multiplexed wave- 
lengths of said exchange input signal combined in each of said exchanged signals; 

PQ optical selectors (155) responsive to said exchanged signals for supplying S outputs (167) of said optical 
selectors respectively with selector output signals having the wavelengths of a selected one of said wavelength 
groups; and 

PQS optical receivers (91 ) for converting said selector output signals respectively to electric reception signals. 

9. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed optical signal transmitters 
(151) and assigned with Q wavelength groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for respectively transmitting mul- 
tiplexed optical signals of different wavelength groups, where each of P, Q, and S represents an integer which is not 
less than two, characterised by: 

P splitter/multiplexers (123) supplied with Q wavelength multiplexed optical signals of each wavelength group 
from one of said transmitter groups for producing Q multiplexed signals with the wavelengths of said each 
wavelength group multiplexed in each multiplexed signal; 

Q optical crossbar exchanges (75). each having P input ports (79) and P output ports (87), supplied with said 
multiplexed signals for exchanging each multiplexed signal supplied to one of the input ports of said optical 
crossbar exchanges into a plurality of exchanged signals produced respectively at different ones of the output 
ports of said optical crossbar exchanges with the wavelengths of said each multiplexed signal combined in 
each of said exchanged signals; 

PQ optical selectors (155) responsive to said exchanged signals for supplying S outputs (165) of said optical 
selectors respectively with selector output signals having the wavelengths of a selected one of said wavelength 
groups; and 

PQS optical receivers (91) for converting said selector output signals respectively to electric reception signals. 

10. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed optical signal transmitters 
(151) and assigned with Q wavelength groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for respectively transmitting mul- 
tiplexed optical signals of different wavelength groups, where each of P, Q, and S represents an integer which is not 
less than two, characterised by: 

P primary crossbar exchanges (97) each of which has Q input ports (79) and Q output ports (87) and which 
are supplied with Q multiplexed optical signals transmitted from each transmitter group and are for exchanging 
a plurality of optical signals supplied to different ones of the input ports of said primary optical crossbar 
exchanging into a primary exchanged signal produced at one of the output ports of said primary optical 
exchanges with the wavelengths of the last-mentioned multiplexed optical signals further multiplexed; 
Q secondary optical crossbar exchanges (75), each having P input ports (79) and P output ports (87), supplied 
with P primary exchanged signals from said primary optical crossbar exchanges for exchanging each of said 
primary exchanged signals into a plurality of secondary exchanged signals produced respectively at different 
ones of the output ports of said secondary optical crossbar exchanges with the wavelengths of said each pri- 
mary exchanged signal combined; 

PQ optical selectors (155) responsive to said secondary exchanged signals for supplying S outputs (165) of 
said optical selectors respectively with selector output signals having the wavelengths of a selected one of said 
wavelength groups; and 

PQS optical receivers (91) for converting said selector output signals respectively to electric reception signals. 

11. An optical network comprising PQ multiplexed optical signal transmitters (151) assigned with PQ wavelength 
groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for respectively transmitting multiplexed optical signals of different wave- 
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length groups, where each of P. Q, and S represents an integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 

P multiplexers (99) for multiplexing, when said PQ multiplexed optical signal transmitters are grouped into P 
transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed optical signal transmitters, Q multiplexed signals of each 
of said transmitter groups to respectively produce multiplexer output signals with said different wavelength 
groups further wavelength multiplexed in each multiplexer output signal; 

an optical crossbar exchange (195) having P input ports (i) and PQ output ports (196) and supplied with P mul- 
tiplexer output signals respectively from said multiplexers as exchange input signals for exchanging a plurality 
of exchange input signals supplied to different ones of said input ports into an exchanged signal produced at 
one of said output ports with the further multiplexed wavelengths of said exchange input signals combined and 
furthermore each exchange input signal into a plurality of exchanged signals produced at different ones of said 
output ports with the further multiplexed wavelengths of said each exchange input signal combined in each of 
said exchanged signals; 

PQ demultiplexers (175) responsive to said exchanged signals for supplying PQS outputs thereof respectively 
with wavelength demultiplexed signals with each wavelength demultiplexed signal given said S wavelengths; 
P 2 Q 2 S optical receivers (91) for converting said wavelength demultiplexed signals respectively to electric out- 
put signals; and 

P 2 Q 2 S memory units (69) for storing said electric output signals to produce at least one reception signal that 
is selected from said electric output signals upon request. 

12. An optical network comprising PQ multiplexed optical signal transmitters (151) assigned with PQ wavelength 
groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for respectively transmitting multiplexed optical signals of different wave- 
length groups, where each of P, Q, and S represents an integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 

P splitter/multiplexers (123). each for wavelength splitting and multiplexing, when said multiplexed optical sig- 
nal transmitters are grouped into P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed optical signal transmit- 
ters, the multiplexed optical signals produced respectively by the Q multiplexed optical signal transmitters of 
one of said transmitter groups into Q split and multiplexed signals; 

Q optical crossbar exchanges (75), each having P input ports (79) supplied with respectively from said splfc 
ter/multiplexers with P split and multiplexed signals as P exchange input signals and P output ports (87), for 
exchanging some of a plurality of the primary exchange input signals supplied respectively to different ones of 
the input ports of said optical crossbar exchanges into an exchanged signal produced at one of the output ports 
of said optical crossbar exchanges with the wavelengths of said some of exchange input signals combined and 
furthermore each exchange input signal into a plurality of exchanged signals produced respectively at different 
ones of the output ports of said optical crossbar exchanges with the wavelengths of said each exchange input 
signal combined in each of said exchanged signals; 

PQ demultiplexers (1 75) responsive to said exchanged signals for supplying PQS outputs thereof respectively 
with wavelength demultiplexed signals with each wavelength demultiplexed signal given said S wavelengths; 
P 2 Q 2 S optical receivers (91) for converting said wavelength demultiplexed signals respectively to electric out- 
put signals; and 

P 2 Q 2 S memory units (69) for storing said electric output signals to produce at least one reception signal that 
is selected from said electric output signals upon request. 

13. An optical network comprising PQ multiplexed optical signal transmitters (151) assigned with PQ wavelength 
groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for respectively transmitting multiplexed optical signals of different wave- 
length groups, where each of P, Q, and S represents an integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 

P primary optical crossbar exchanges (97) each of which has Q input ports (79) supplied, when said multi- 
plexed optical signal transmitters are grouped into P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed opti- 
cal signal transmitters, respectively with multiplexed optical signals from each transmitter group as exchange 
input signals and Q output ports (87), for exchanging a plurality of exchange input signals supplied respectively 
to different ones of the input ports of said primary optical crossbar exchanges into a primary exchanged signal 
produced at one of the output ports of said primary optical crossbar exchanges with the wavelengths of said 
plurality of exchange input signals further multiplexed; 

Q secondary optical crossbar exchanges (75), each having P input ports (79) and P output ports (87), supplied 
with P primary exchanged signals from said primary optical crossbar exchanges for exchanging a plurality of 
primary exchanged signals supplied respectively to different ones of the input ports of said secondary optical 
crossbar exchanges into a secondary exchanged signal produced at one of the output ports of said secondary 



33 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



EP 0 852 437 A2 

optical crossbar exchanges and furthermore each primary exchanged signals into a plurality of secondary 
exchanged signals produced respectively at different ones of the output ports of said secondary optical cross- 
bar exchanges with the wavelengths of said each primary exchanged signal combined; 
PQ demultiplexers (1 75) responsive to said secondary exchanged signals for supplying PQS outputs thereof 
respectively with wavelength demultiplexed signals with each wavelength demultiplexed signal given said S 
wavelengths; 

P 2 Q 2 S optical receivers (91) for converting said wavelength demultiplexed signals respectively to electric out- 
put signals; and 

P 2 Q 2 S memory units (69) for storing said electric output signals to produce at least one reception signal that 
is selected from said electric output signals upon request. 

14. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q optical transmitters (71) respectively 
assigned with Q wavelengths for transmitting optical signals of different wavelengths, where each of P and Q rep- 
resents an integer which is not less than two, characterized by; 

P multiplexers (99) for multiplexing Q optical signals supplied from each transmitting group into a plurality of 
multiplexer output signals with said different wavelengths multiplexed in each multiplexer output signal into a 
multiplexed wavelength; 

a wavelength selecting optical crossbar exchange (201) having P input ports (i) supplied respectively with said 
multiplexer output signals as P exchange input signals and PQ output ports (196) and comprising P one-input 
and PQ-output splitters (199) for splitting said exchange input signals into P 2 Q split signals with said multi- 
plexed wavelength split in each split signal, P 2 Q optical gate switches (83) for respectively switching said P 2 Q 
split signals into at least one switched signal, and PQ router/selectors (203) having P 2 Q inputs connected to 
said optical gate switches and PQ outputs connected to said output ports for exchanging said exchange input 
signals into at least one exchanged signal produced at one of said output ports and respectively having said Q 
wavelengths; and 

PQ optical receivers (91) for converting said exchanged signals respectively to electric reception signals. 

15. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q optical transmitters (71) respectively 
assigned with Q wavelengths for transmitting optical signals of different wavelengths, where each of P and Q rep- 
resents an integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 

P splitter/multiplexers (123), each for wavelength splitting and multiplexing the Q optical signals of one of said 
transmitter groups into Q split and multiplexed signals having multiplexed wavelengths; 
Q wavelength selecting optical crossbar exchanges (179), each having P input ports (79) and P output ports, 
supplied with said split and multiplexed signals from said splitter/multiplexers as exchange input signals and 
comprising P one-input and P-output splitters (81) for splitting said exchange input signals into P 2 split signals 
with said multiplexed wavelengths split in each split signal, P 2 optical gate switches (83) for respectively switch- 
ing said split signals into at least one switched signal, P-input and Q-output wavelength routers (183) con- 
nected respectively to said optical gate switches, and P optical selectors (185, 181) having PQ inputs 
respectively connected to outputs of said P wavelength routers and P outputs respectively connected to said 
output ports, said optical crossbar exchange being for exchanging and selecting said exchange input signals 
into at least one exchanged and selected signal produced at one of said output ports with selected wave- 
lengths of said Q wavelengths; and 

PQ optical receivers (91 ) for converting said exchanged signals respectively to electric reception signals. 

16. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q optical transmitters (71) respectively 
assigned with Q wavelengths for transmitting optical signals of different wavelengths, where each of P and Q rep- 
resents an integer which is not less than two, characterised by: 



P primary optical crossbar exchanges (97) each of which has Q input ports (79) and Q output ports (87) and 
is supplied with Q optical signals from one of said transmitter groups and which are for exchanging a plurality 
of optical signals supplied to different ones of the input ports of said optical crossbar exchanges into a primary 
exchanged signal produced at one of the output ports of said optical crossbar exchanges with the wavelengths 
55 of the last-mentioned optical signals multiplexed into multiplexed wavelengths; 

Q wavelength selecting and secondary optical crossbar exchanges (179), each having P input ports (79) and 
P output ports (87), supplied with P optical signals including said primary exchanged signal from said primary 
optical exchanges as exchange input signals, and comprising P one-input and P-output splitters (81) for split- 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0852437A2J_> 



34 



EP0 852 437 A2 

ting said exchange input signals into P 2 split signals with said multiplexed wavelengths split in each split signal. 
P 2 optical gate switches (83) for respectively switching said split signals into at least one switched signal, P P- 
input and Q-output wavelength routers (183) connected respectively to said optical gate switches, and P optical 
selectors (185, 181) having PQ inputs respectively connected to outputs of said P wavelength routers and P 
s outputs respectively connected to said output ports, said secondary optical crossbar exchange being for 

exchanging and selecting said exchange input signals into at least one secondary exchanged and selected sig- 
nal produced at one of said output ports with selected wavelengths of said Q wavelengths; and 
PQ optical receivers (91) for converting said secondary exchanged signals respectively to electric reception 
signals. 

w 

17. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed optical signal transmitters 
(151) and assigned with Q wavelength groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for transmitting multiplexed opti- 
cal signals of different wavelength groups, where each of P, Q, and S represents an integer which is not less than 
two, characterised by: 

75 

P multiplexers (99) for further wavelength multiplexing Q multiplexed optical signals of each of said transmitter 
groups to respectively produce multiplexer output signals having multiplexed wavelengths; 
a wavelength selecting optical crossbar exchange (207) having P input ports (i) and PQ output ports (196), 
supplied with P multiplexer output signals respectively from said multiplexers as exchange input signals, and 
comprising P one-input and PQ-output splitters (199) for splitting said exchange input signals into P 2 Q split sig- 
nals with said multiplexed wavelengths split in each split signal, P 2 Q primary optical gate switches (83) for 
respectively switching said split signals into a plurality of primary switched signals, PQ P- input and Q-output 
primary wavelength routers (205) connected respectively to said primary optical gate switches, PQ 2 secondary 
optical gate switches (185) connected respectively to outputs of said primary wavelength routers for switching 
the primary switched signals routed by said primary wavelength routers into at least one secondary switched 
signal, and PQ secondary wavelength routers (211) having PQ 2 inputs connected respectively to said second- 
ary optical gate switches and PQS outputs, said optical crossbar exchange being for exchanging and selecting 
said selected input signals into at least one exchanged and selected signal produced by said secondary wave- 
length routers at one of said output ports and having at least one of said S wavelengths into which split is the 
multiplexed wavelengths of said selected group and selecting selected multiplexed optical signals as selected 
input signals from said exchange input signals with selected wavelength groups of said S wavelength groups; 
and 

PQS optical receivers (91) for converting said .exchanged signals respectively to multiplexed electric reception 
signals. 

18. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed optical signal transmitters 
(151) and assigned with Q wavelength groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for transmitting multiplexed opti- 
cal signals of different wavelength groups, where each of P, Q, and S represents an integer which is not less than 
two, characterised by: 

40 

P splitter/multiplexers (123), each for wavelength multiplexing and splitting the Q multiplexed optical signals of 
one of said transmitter groups into Q split and multiplexed signals having multiplexed wavelengths; 
Q wavelength selecting optical crossbar exchanges (179) each of which has P input ports (79) and P output 
ports (87) and comprises P one-input and P-output splitters (81) for splitting P split and multiplexed signals 
45 supplied from each transmitter group into P split signals with said multiplexed wavelengths split in each split 

signal, P 2 primary optical gate switches (183), each for switching respectively said split signals into a less plu- 
rality of switched signals, P P-input and Q-output primary wavelength routers (187) connected respectively to 
said primary, optical gate switches, PQ secondary optical gate switches (185) connected respectively to out- 
puts of said primary wavelength routers for switching the primary switched signals routed by said primary rout- 
so ers into at least one secondary switched signal, and P secondary wavelength routers (193) having Q inputs 
connected respectively to said secondary optical gate switches and S output ports and which are for selecting, 
from a plurality of exchange input signals selected from the Q multiplexed optical signals supplied from said 
splitter/multiplexers, a plurality of selected inputs having selected groups of said wavelength groups and 
exchanging said selected input signals into a plurality of exchanged signals produced by the secondary wave- 
55 length routers of said optical crossbar exchanges at different ones of the output ports of said optical crossbar 
exchanges with at least one of the S wavelengths of said selected groups given to each exchanged signal; and 
PQS optical receivers (91) for converting said exchanged signals respectively to multiplexed electric reception 
signals. 
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19. An optical network comprising P transmitter groups, each consisting of Q multiplexed optical signal transmitters 
(151) and assigned with Q wavelength groups, each consisting of S wavelengths, for transmitting multiplexed opti- 
cal signals of different wavelength groups, where each of P, Q, and S represents an integer which is not less than 
two, characterised by: 

P primary optical crossbar exchanges (97) each of which has Q input ports (79) and Q output ports (87) and 
is supplied with P multiplexed optical signals from one of said transmitter groups and which are for exchanging 
a plurality of multiplexed optical signals supplied to different ones of the input ports of said primary optical 
crossbar exchanges into a primary exchanged signal produced at one of the output ports of said primary opti- 
cal crossbar exchanges with the wavelength groups of said P multiplexed optical signals further multiplexed 
Q wavelength selecting and secondary optical crossbar exchanges (179), each having P input ports (79) and 
P output ports (87), supplied with P primary exchange input signals including said primary exchanged signal 
from said primary optical crossbar exchanges as exchange input signals, and comprising P one-input and P- 
output splitters (81) for splitting said exchange input signals into P 2 split signals with said multiplexed wave- 
length split in each split signal, P 2 primary optical gate switches (83) for respectively switching said split signals 
into a less plurality of switched signals, P P-input and G-output primary wavelength routers (183) connected 
respectively to said primary optical gate switches, PQ secondary optical gate switches (185) connected 
respectively to outputs of said primary wavelength routers for switching the primary switched signals routed by 
said primary wavelength routers into at least one secondary switched signal, and P secondary wavelength 
routers (193) having Q inputs connected respectively to said secondary optical gate switches and S outputs, 
said secondary optical crossbar exchanges being for selecting, from a plurality of selected multiplexed optical 
signals selected from the exchange input signals supplied to the input ports thereof, a plurality of selected input 
signals having selected groups of said wavelength groups and exchanging said selected input signals into a 
plurality of secondary exchanged signals produced by the secondary wavelength routers thereof at different 
ones of the output ports thereof with at least one of the S wavelengths of said selected groups given to each 
exchanged signal; 

PQS optical receivers (91) for converting said secondary exchanged signals respectively to electric reception 
signals. 

20. An optical network as claimed in any one of claims 1 , 4, 7, 10, 13, 16, and 19, characterised in that each of the Q- 
input and Q-output optical crossbar exchanges is furthermore for exchanging an exchange input signal supplied to 
each input port thereof into a plurality of further exchanged signals produced at different ones of the output ports 
thereof. K 
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An optical crossbar exchange (97) having a plurality of input ports (79) supplied respectively with input optical sig- 
nals of different wavelengths and a plurality of output ports (87) and comprising splitting means (81) connected to 
each input port for splitting one of said input optical signals supplied thereto into a plurality of split signals a plurality 
of optical gate switches (83) for switching said split signals into a less number of switched signals, and multiplexing 
means (99) connected to said optical gate switches for multiplexing said switched signals into multiplexed signals, 
characterised in that said optical crossbar exchange is for exchanging the optical input signals supplied to different 
ones of said input ports into an exchanged signal produced at one of said output ports with the wavelengths of the 
last-mentioned optical input signals multiplexed. 

22. An optical crossbar exchange (75) having a plurality of input ports (79) supplied with input optical signals of differ- 
ent wavelengths and a plurality of output ports (87) and comprising splitting means (81) connected to each input 
port for splitting one of said input optical signals into a plurality of split signals, a plurality of optical gate switches 
(83) for switching said split signals into a less number of switched signals, and combining means (85) connected to 
said optical gate switches for combining said switched signals into combined signals, characterised in that said 
optical crossbar exchange is for exchanging the optical input signals supplied to different ones of said input ports 
into an exchanged signal produced at one of said output ports with the wavelengths of the last-mentioned optical 
signals combined. 



23. An optical crossbar exchange (75 or 97) having a plurality of input ports (79) supplied with input optical signals of 
different wavelengths and a plurality of output ports (87) and comprising splitting means (81 , 83. 53, or 99) for splrt- 
55 ting said input optical signals into a plurality of split signals, less in number than said input optical signals, charac- 
terised in that said optical crossbar exchange is for exchanging the input optical signals supplied to different ones 
of said input ports into an exchanged signal produced at one of said output ports and furthermore each input optical 
signal into at least one of exchanged signal produced concurrently at a selected at least one of said output ports 
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24. An optical network comprising an optical crossbar exchange (97) claimed in claim 21 or 23. and a plurality of optical 
transmitters (71) connected respectively to said input ports (79), characterised by a plurality of wavelength demul- 
tiplexers (1 1 1 or 149) connected respectively to said output ports for demultiplexing the exchanged signal supplied 
to one of said wavelength demultiplexers into an output optical signal having one of said different wavelengths. 

5 

25. An optical network as claimed in claim 24, said optical crossbar exchange (97) producing a plurality of exchanged 
signals including said exchanged signal, said wavelength demultiplexers (111 or 149) producing, with said output 
optical signal included, a plurality of output optical signals having said different wavelengths, characterised by a plu- 
rality of optical receivers (91) for converting said output optical signals respectively to a plurality of electric output 

w signals. 

26. An optical network as claimed in claim 25, characterised by a plurality of memory units (69) for storing said output 
electric signals respectively as contents and producing said contents as at least one reception signal upon request. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: l,2G(as dep. on cl. l)-26 

Optical network including N transmitters and square N 
receivers. 



2. Claims: 2,5,8,11 

Optical network including a single crossbar switch 



3. Claims: 3,6,9,12 

Optical network including P splitter/multiplexers coupled to 
Q crossbar output switches 

4. Claims: 4,7,10,13,20 (as dep. on claims 4,7,13) 

' Optical network including P primary crossbar switches 
coupled to Q secondary crossbar switches. 



5. Claims: 14,17 



Optical network including a wavelength selective single 
crossbar switch. 



6. Claims:- 15,18 

Optical network including P splitter multiplexers coupled to 
Q wavelength selective crossbar output switches. 



7. Claims: 16,19,20 (as dep. on claims 16,19) 

Optical network including P primary crossbar switches 
coupled to Q wavelength selective secondary crossbar 
switches. 
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